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THEODOBE. 

Thb marilime conunarce of Fraoce 
may ja^tlj be said to owe its origio to 
the great Colbert, minister to Lewis the 
Fourteenth. Under the ansptces of that 
prince, the merits of whose reign have 
been frequently discussed, he establish- 
ed, at immense expense, a colony at 
Pondicherry ; and some planters also 
were settled at St. Domingo. The fos- 
tering care of this minister would soon 
have given additional vigour to these 
feeble attempts, had not King Wilifaii) 
involved Lewis in a quarrel with Spain 
and other powers. 

Scarcely had the war commenced, 
when the Dutch took possession of Pon- 
dicherry, and ruined the French mer- 
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chants trading to the East Indies ; whilst 
the English destroyed the plantations at 
St. Domingo. Du Quay Trouin, the 
greatest seaman France lad ever pro- 
duced, was, at that time,, the comraaQ'- 
der of a small priVateer ; but, possess^ 
ed of a spirit of enterprize and a thivst 
for glory, the genuine characteristics of 
the hero, he undertook to avenge the 
insults offered to the French flag. 

A frigate and two conrettes were 
equipped at the joint expense of his re* 
lations, who were merchants at St.. 
Maloes ; and Do Guay Trouin, ardently 
desirous of distinguishing himself, sail- 
ed in quest of the enemies of his coon- 
try* We must not however attempt to 
follow this officer through his glorious 
career, but direct our attention to the 
hero, whose adventures form the sub- 
ject of this narrative^ 



J 



On board one of the corvettes iras a 
jouih of 8t. MaKoes, who, to the bravery 
natural to bis coon try men, united re- 
markable beauty of person and all the 
sense and spirit of a French cfrevalier. 

The vessel, in which Theodore sail- 
ed, separated from the squadron mi a 
thick fog« Du Quay Trouin had dedap' 
ed his intention of combining his force 
with that of Mons. de Poihtis at Tor- 
tola ; who was preparing to attack the 
Spaniards, and had it in contemplation 
to surprise and pillage Carthagena. 
Mons. de Forville, therefore « Theo- 
dore's captain, steered directly for the 
Antilles, fully expecting, sooner or 
later, to rejoin the commander in chief. 

Near the tropic they were overtaken 
by a tremendous storm, which drove 
their ship far into the Southern Ocean. 
The thunder and rain continued, \vitb> 



6 THSOOORBV 

out ceasiDg, for a whole week ; and the* 
thick darkoeES, added to the confasioD 
inseparable from immiQeot daoger, pre- 
vented them from taking the latitude. 
The fury of the tempest having abated, 
they endeaveured to ascertain how far 
they had been driven, and found them*- 
selves, to their- great surprise in the 
midst of the Pacific Ocean ; of which 
navigators were as yet acquainted with 
that part only whtck laves the coasts of 
Peru. These hostil)& coasts seemed now 
the only refuge for their shattered bark, 
unable much longer to keep the sea. 

To request relief of enemies was an 
idea at which the soul of Mods, de For- 
ville revolted ; but, influenced more by 
the suggestions of humanity than the 
voice of glory, he determined to surren- 
der his vessel at the first Spanish port. 
Theodore, unable to^ eoocei ve caf tivity 
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TUSOPORE. 7 

could be preferable to death, ventured 
for the first time to oppose the opinion^ 
of his commander, ilavios discovered 
the island of Socoro, near- that of Cbi« 
loe, he advised that, if they could tind 
a coavenieot harbour, they should take 
shelter there, and put their ship into 
complete repair. Ft would be alivays 
eas^y^he represented, to surrender, and 
nothing would be lost by deliberation. 
Such were Jbi» enthttsiasm and elo- 
quence, so noble and animated his 
figure, that their concurrence was soon 
obtained ; and a sailor, twenty years of 
age, had the honour of persuading the 
most consummate officers and seamen. 
They were within a few leagues of 
the island, when they discovered a Spa- 
nish frigate. Forville, notwithstanding 
his inferiority, would not have hesitated 
to attack lier, had his vessel been ma- 
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nageable ; but, distrusting bis own opr- 
nion, he again called a council of war; 
and was astonished at the resolution of 
his officers. They hnd caught the enthu*- 
si asm of Theodore ;* who proposed wait^ 
ifig for the iVigiite> and boldly attempt-- 
ihg to board her. The- cooler judgment 
of the commander disapproved of the 
rashness of the diKsign ;- but his bravery 
would not permit him to oppose it. 
Theodore, hiis eyes sparkling with joy, 
andabatdeaie in his hand, took his 
post on the dieck; expecting with im- 
patience the signal of attack. 

The frigate bore down upon them 
under a press of sail : she had the ad- 
vantage of the wind; and, retaining her 
fire till within half cannon-shot, com- 
menced the action. When Mons. de 
Forville found it impossible to board, 
he gave up all for lost, and determined! 
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to die as became a Frenchman. Some 
of his gans had been Uirown overboard^ 
during the storm, for the sake of light* 
ening the ship ; and the sleivness of his 
manoeavres rendered the fire of his re- 
maining pieces uncertain and ineffeetaal. 
He continued, however, obstinately to 
retnrn the incessant and well directed 
discharges of the Spaniards ; till his 
ressel, pierced through and through, 
gaTe strong indications of sinking. The 
intrepid Theodore was himself obliged 
to strike the colours ; but, rather than 
let them fall into the hamis of the Span- 
iards, he committed them ta the 
iames. 

The conflict having ceased, the con-> 
querors no longer viewed the vanguish- 
ed as enemies, but unhappy victims on 
the point of being ingulplied in the re- 
morseless bowels of the ocean. Putting 
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out their boats, tbey received them in- 
to their owo ship ; and endeavoured, by 
their care and attention, to obliterate the 
recollection of th^ir defeat. 

The $pcini#h Captain, who was of a 
generous disposition^ would have set the 
Frenchmen at liberty, had not the laws 
of war forbad such an indulgence to 
men taken in arms. He, therefore, 
landed them at the port of Pisco, from 
whence tbey were conducted to Lima, 
the capital of Peru. The viceroy, af- 
fecting to im.itate the conduct of the 
Cdptaln, allowed the officers the range 
of the city for their prison ; and Theo- 
dore, who was of inferior rank, wa» 
indebted to the interest, excited by his 
appearance, for obtaining an equal in- 
dulgence. 

A residence at Lima was calculated 
to corrupt a young man, who as yet had 



seen notliing bat St. Mak>ei and the 
oceao. This city bad not then been 
Tfsited by those dreadful earthquakes, 
which bare since laid it ia itiins. Its 
streets were payed with plates of sil- 
Ter ; its palaces and pmblick buildings 
were erected with taste ; and the river, 
which washed its walls was divided into 
canals, which distributing their streams 
tbrough the city, accommodated the in- 
habitants, embellished their gardens^ 
and fertilized their fields. Amidst the 
luxuries of this famous city, a month fled 
away in the intoxication of pleasure ; 
l>ui satiety at length succeeded ; when 
Theodore, awakened by the voice of 
glory from the indolent and efleminate 
life he had lately led, resolved to re* 
nounce those enervating pleasures; and» 
listening to the suggestions of hoDOur, 
determined to traverse the continent. 
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in hoprft of joining Mens, de Pointis nui 
da Guay Trouin before Carthagena^ 

Tb^ rente was long and dangerous. 
Fatigue, btioger^ tbe natural obstacles 
of the country, were all to be clreaded. 
Tbeodore took care to conceal from 
Motts. de Forvitle and bis comrades 
a prcject) wbich success alone could 
^stify. Hi« t)nly confidant was a young 
Peruvian, whom be bad engaged as a 
fiervant, and to wbom he was much at- 
tacbed. The docile and faithful Co- 
rafcnbe secretly purchased two lamas 
to carry what bis master bad most Talu- 
able, and those necessaries indispensa- 
ble in such a journey. As soon as it was 
dark, tbe two young men, taking a com- 
pass with tbem, stole away from Lima ; 
and, carefully avoiding the inhabited 
places, directed theincourse towprds 
tbe Gulph of Darien. By day fhey €a?i* 
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ly found good water and wild fruits. By 
night, a palm tree or cocoa defended 
them from the dew ; whilst the moss or 
fine grass supplied them with a couch, 
and their lamas with food* 

On th^ twelfth day they arrived near 
Quito. Hairing made half tbeir jour« 
ney without any accident or uneasiness, 
they flattered themselyes with the hope 
of concluding it happily, and of arriving 
in time to partake of the dangers and 
honours of the expedition prepared 
against Carthagena ; but it was destined 
to be otherwise. 

Quito, one of the chief cities of the 
ancient empire of Peru, is situated at the 
foot of the Cordeliers. On the south 
a fertile and luxuriant plain, uniting the 
beauties of nature with the adyantages 
of cultiTiition, spreads itself to an im- 
mense extent. It would have been im* 

B 
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prudent to have ventured upon this 
plaio, iyb.98e vs^jou9 culture aonounced 
a numerous pop^latiao* Theodore, 
therefor^, resolyed to pe^^trate into the 
Cordeliers. Walking^ OQW becaoo^e dif- 
ficult axkdf painfld ; bi^t he was resolute, 
and Co^ambe, though be sitffered great- 
ly waa too much attached tp h^is master, 
who treated him as his equal, to cpm- 
pUin. The lamas, strong, patient and 
light, climbed the rocks with agiUty» 
and civrried Theodore and Corambe in 
the most difficult passes. 

They had already ascended high, 
enough to have a complete ifiew of the 
city of Quito, and of that immense plain 
lyhicb seemed spread below them like, 
one magnificent garden. Believing they 
had no. more risques to run, and follow- 
ing in a direct line the descent towards 
New Granada, they were engaged quiet- 
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\y in cohTlerdati6n ; when, ikt the torn of 
an erid^n]OU^ rdck, tftej were struck 
Irith astbnishbient At the sight of a Span^- 
ish redodbt, and Tfae<idore himself ex- 
'perienced a lensjltioti approaching to 
fear. The ra|iid mot^ementd of the sol- 
diers convinced thetn they were dis- 
covered. Twelve or fifteen men salli- 
ed from the fort, and,* advancing direct- 
ly t6«^rd<9 thenf; left but d moment fbr 
delibertttit^ti; Th<e6dore gave a handful 
bf diahic^tttis to Cbrtinsbe, and embracing 
htm; " t^lee,'* said he^ ** yon know (be 
eonnrty j be happy, and never forget 
iit^:** They abandotfed their lamas^ and 
fled as swiftly as the inequality of the 
cbiinf fy WOtrld permit. Soon were they 
separated . T hey stopped, looked at each 
othef , Utid bid farewel by a signal of the 
Hand: 
A beaten path presented itself b^for^ 
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Theodore. He fled with (he swiRoess of 
an arrow ; aqd the Spaniards pursued 
him with persevering obstinacy. 1 he 
road led to the nunes ; and the fort had 
been built to guard the treasurer, and 
stop those who came without permissiea 
from the government or proprietors. 
Theodore was not a man who would 
hazard his life for the prospect of rich- 
es ; but the precautionss with which he 
advanced when he was disc^^vered, his 
precipitate flight as soon as he thought 
himself perceived^ the lamas which had 
been lightened by a twelve djiy's journey 
of almost all the provisions (hey carried, 
and which appeared designed for a 
more valuable load^ all con.<*pired to 
render the young man suspected. 

Theodore, to whom the riches of the 
earth, which he scarcely seemed to 
tOttch» was unknown, attributed the 
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esigemess of the Speniards to a tfalMt 
Ibr blood. He, therefor^, redou^ed bis 
epetd ; and gained considerably upon tbe 
men, who were incommode by thehr 
armiB* At fh^ extreinity of the path orer 
which he appeared to fly^ a secoikd 
guard was placed : on seeing which, he 
instantly chan^d hiB route and fled 
orer the rocks. Going on at all hazards, 
sometimes ascending, sometimes deft- 
cending, now clinging by a hand and 
foot to a point of a rdck whic^h threaten- 
ed to fall and crush him, then passing 
a rayin or swimK^ing a toi^reot ; . be con- 
cealed himself, for ait instant, from the 
Spaniards, whotii he ^w again the fo^ 
lowing mooiedt in pursuit of him. 

Seeking. a cavern which was not to 
1>e found, his strength, exhausted, his 
courage extinguished, hut stopped in 
€pitcf of himsieE The soWeis^ yet more 
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&(igaed, stopped also : alHrere equalljr 
in want of rest. The Spaniards only 
wished to keep in sight one whom they 
believed could never escape thein« 
Theodore found himself at the foot of 
the mountain Cayambier,.whicfa, rearing 
its head to a frightful height,, appeared 
to- be inaccessible. If he* retw^ned;, 
and refused to surrender, it would be- 
easy to surround and kill him : his ene*- 
mies, having? no motive for continuing 
their march, halted as long a&Theodore 
Femained stationary. 

Their conduct appeared inexplica- 
ble ; but, without vainly endeavouring 
to penetrate it, he profited by the relax* 
ation their inaction afforded, and, reco- 
vering bis recollection, eat some berries 
he found near him, which recruited, in 
some degree, his exhausted strenvth^ 
Feeling yet the value of life, he deter- 



i9i 

to exert hiiMeU for its pre9er¥a^ 
tion ; and, risiDg tip again, set forwards^ 
The Spaniards also resumed their pur- 
suit, bat advanced more slowly than 
before. Theodore ran along the smooth 
rocks, and left bis pursuers (ar behind 
him. He thought h^ might now ven- 
ture to stop again, examine the objects 
around him, and consider what direc- 
tion he should take. At a Kttle distance 
vras that prodigious mountain, which 
presented- nothing to his view but a wall 
of rock, the immensky of which stop- 
ped him on every side. Again he dis- 
covered the Sp«)mard^, marching at 
about twenty paces from each other, and 
forming adreadftil line, which rendered 
his retre at impossi bl e . He seemed lost 
without resource. But as present dan*« 
ger is what we are always most anxiojua, 
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to aroid, he continaed bi» coarse to^ 
wards the lOouutaiD. 

As be dr^w nearer, ioequalitied in the 
rocks were visible. Soon he discerned 
some fractures on which he might rest ; 
and, seeing crevices, through which 
lychnusesand other creeping plants had 
grown, trusted to his agility and good 
fertune, and attempted to climb the 
mountain. Fixing himself, he grappled 
with the rocks ; adhered closely to them; 
and, seizing a lychnus^ ascended as by a 
rope : a second plant succeeded the 
first, and he contintred to ascend. His 
efforts were incredible ; the perspira- 
tion trickled from every pore : but he 
had now only to contend with the diffi^ 
euhies of the mounttain ; and, as it wal 
id)80lutely perpendicular, what could 
equal thie surprize of the Spaniardsv'* 
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when, surriving, they beheld him beyond 
the reach of their tnusquetw. 

But youth undertakes without refteo 
tion, and acts without foreseeing the 
consequences of its conduct : its ima- 
gination is unlimited, and the means of 
effecting its purposes but few. Theo* 
dore couki no longer support the fatigue^ 
to which he had condemned himself ; 
his hand and knees were covered with 
blood ; his nerves had lost their elasti- 
city, and his body its suppleness. Seized 
with despair, he sighed, and was about 
to quit his hold of the lychnus which 
supported him, and drop into the abyss 
below : when, in turning his eyes to« 
ward^ heaven, before he closed them for 
ever, be was struck with the appearance 
of a cavity, which he observed a few 
fathoms above him. But how could he 
fittain this desirable spot ? a little re9t« 



and he might hope to arrive at it. The 
dread of aoQihilation renderst man mge* 
nioUfi. Theodore^ taking with one hand 
the Ijrchmts, which he could scarcely 
hold, twisted it with the other several 
times roond his body, and tied it with ^ 
strong knot close to the root ; thtis re- 
maining suspended, he gently tested 
Upon his feet What a repose ! 
• Keflectifig on the dreadful fijtiir^ 
which awaited him, he regretted the 
pleasures of Lima. Suppose he could 
feach this cavern, th^ onfy object of hi^ 
#ishes, what could h(^ do ? hov^r coul^ 
he procure the smallest sustenance ? 
On every side nothing was visible but a 
naked and burning rock, interspersed 
#rth hard and fibrous shrubs. But who 
is so unhappy, as not to wish a few hours 
prolongation of his miserable existence ? 
Curding that glory, ivhose brifhaht ilhi- 



aions had deceived bim, and reflecting 
most bitterly upon bis own imprudence ; 
he untiec) the Ijchnus, to vibich he 
hac| owed (he inestipabie blessing of 
breathing for a moment : then, look- 
ing qpwards with an anxious eye, and 
invoking the cavern which seemed des- 
tined to be his tomb, recommenced his 
climbing. 

As be ascended, the objects, changed 
their appearance : what he took for a 
cavity, was Dothiug but a shadow, pro- 
duced by the jutting angle of a rock ; 
t>ut be observed that, at this pJace, the 
inoviDtain retired thirty or forty payees 
from its base, and he did not doubt 
bu^ he should there find the ground 
even to a tolerable extent. " Perhaps 
he might find a bed of earth ;— perhaps 
it might be fertile ; Oh ! if a stream of 
w^ter should; flovv there 1" Bis heart 
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expiiiTded ; a smil^ returned to his lips ;' 
hope filled his bojaoin ; the balm of con- 
solation flowed throng his veins, and 
restored to him his former activity. He 
arrived at this spot so ardently desired. 
His hands touched the summit of the 
frightful wall, on whose side he had 
been so long iospended between life 
and death. He took hold of'a strong 
shrub, which was near him ; laid himself 
at his length; contracted his body ; und 
then, throwinj? himself forward, found 
himself upon a vast platform, crowned 
with verdure. Here he fell on his kees ; 
and returning thanks to the Father of 
mercies, fainted away. 

Recovering^ he hastily surveyed the 
objects around him. A space, about 
a quarter of a mile in extent, was com- 
pletely covered with shrubs, and a va- 
riety of plants unknown in the plain. 
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Wild but pleasant fruits on every side 
presented ibelnselves to the famished 
Theodore! he found th6m refreshing; 
and dnlicrotis. After a)>pea8ing his hun- 
ger, h6 examined more minutely a place> 
where probably no jp^fson had ever be* 
fore lien^trated: for a long time he 
sought for a stream of water, so neces- 
sary for the support of his life, but 
sought It iA vain ; till overwhelmed with 
despair, he threw himself upon the grass* 
A sensation of inexpressible joy had 
affected him on escaping from present 
and certain danger ; now his heart was 
Wrung with anguish at the idea of the 
slow and lingering death which awaited 
him. •' Fruit*" repeated he, ** fruit, 
and not a drop of water !" He looked 
wistfully on the second mountain, which 
eternally bounded his little wilderness : 

the cedar was not more strait ; ice was 

C 
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not more smooth : the inhabitants o( 
the mr aAoneivere' prirlteged toattahA 
Its suiMiiirt. TherOidHMre's^ head fell upon 
hiB broest ; **• Here ^en," said he*i^ 
'* munt I' die v'* and' the- tears' flowed' 
plentifatty down hie^faee. 

O tears ! the last resoorcethat natere 

has afforded the tmfortonate ; how da 

ye les^otn the bitterttsss, and almoal 

dpown the rettiefnibmnce of ftiiiery ! Re* 

lieved by weeping he was* a^ia- ensH 

bled to i\mk and act. A sharp flint, 

or a pointed branch, v^odhi enable hitn 

to dig holea that might re^eite the nttcL 

water ; htrt the groonfd would" absorb 

every drop in an inatanfC: h^, thet^fh^le, 

renounced tbe idea of procuring if by 

stych" means. Time, be thought,' b^dpi^ 

bably formed te bason at the top of thi^ 

rock he had jtist ascended' ; therefore, 

returning to the e^e of the precipice, 



<te Usacfd it ftiMgh iks jriii4io«i, piitt- 
<eci op ttie <ki^ i>f 'gjNHft, aod tremoFed 
llbel»iwdke6'Mfihiok itiMMncd^tbcoDe^al 
IMigr cavitjr. OfigttsuiUldB^ atifof light 
IfdnrW^into ifabmiiid. Aeaeduii: Ihat, 
^ fhe faflri •soeadenii it iiMv fK>#iU»le A»i 
Ibtn Ao diiM(e«d Juwl tiiiltkifraettlie lole 
MAQunce, (be ,<]tt«ff|iHne4 lo >eiic(uiiiter 
4be ^diffiQwItm, ^od d^fet* 'f be >exaca ti#ii 
^'iJiB f^Q «iil|^ -till tfie S^itMlrai ted 
-dwi^fipedred. Oac DMsoaaW* ^thmigbt 
MItiimUf pi«paiied4h^hHr«^ foi* nnotter. 
ti04ka<igbt »be 0HgHtieaflil7'fllBke«4diig 
A«efc trofi«e of flfrlNble I)«meh8«> 4be :«feid 
^mhiich night iw if«3leii<^ do cuve luT 
tthe stsongest trMs ; /RDd bj' tfiriiatiifng 
^eoes of fltkk throu^iit'M proper dit^ 
[teooea, it iBighlibe «iade to veadntbie ^ 
dadder. "it b^ingmeiQQBQargr. to cefembie 
ia>lillle (the liei|^t rhe /iitd «ltaiiiedf.'ki 
^edfiT'to cooflidiu' ikhe ttiinft)^i^'Wmold 
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^ke, he laid himflelf on the edge of the 
rock ; and, advancing hit head foFfvard* 
observed the distance ^m the ground 
to be such that he might finish a cord 
sufficiently long in aboultwo days ; and 
it would be easy to pass two days with- 
out wateF, amidst such an abundance of 
fruit. All' his projects at this moment 
•seemed: feasible ; but soon an observu- 
tion distuvh^d him. But four Spaniards 
were to be seen at the foot-of the moun- 
tain ; what covld have become of the 
others ? they ceold not possibly be far 
off; yet he was not able to distinguish, 
them, though his view comppehended aa 
immense space. Could they have found 
a path, which led to the place where he 
was ? Inquietude was quickly changed 
into fear f apd, getting up, he ran to a 
spot where a prominent rock concealed 
|ome objects from his view. O uninte^* 



fjouoteid tep )S|>9Eiia<'4j9. mt)i Ibeir i)»u»- 

fii£^cu}i ^9M^ hui ea^y^ cpffip^re^ with 

ble. 

. X|»e Vidtfty ^£ Peru T^fv^rded with 

PfCQWuderabie .amn tl^p 8<%UUer,9« wjb^ 

«f^Fd e!lM&id«ted^^»e>nieD ; ^b^le Tiie- 
#4ii>p^ «ttiir Aotbjfig in 4itie\T ipd^£filig^ble 

Kp|]^rsoD in his.ipitu^p;) could dovibt 
but 4,hal ibeir ip|;eQt;pD wa^ |;p murder 
kirn j and bp.w, jvithput a^ns aod en- 
^Wed bj his violeAt exertions, wd jthe 
jigitatiou h^ iiad jeatjlured, ,wrb it pos^i- 

Jtk io iQi^ose tb»«<n ? ilis r^oplJ^Qtion, 
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entirely fbnook him : involaDtarily he 
retarded the fatal blow, by darting among 
the shrubs, and concealing himself under 
the bushes. Hope is the last passion^, 
that is extinguished in our bosoms, and* 
Theodore flattered himsek* he should, 
pot be discovered. 

An hour passed away in this torment- 
ing suspence, during which he remained: 
motionless scarcely venturing to breathe^^ 
The leaves agitated: by the wind ; the 
little birds perched'on the neighbouring 
branches ;. altadded tehisterrors, which 
were soon raised' tn theip utmost pitch. 
Persons were walking at a little distance; 
he listened with still greater attention, 
and heard voices within a few paces. 

Excess of fear deprived him- of aH 
power of reflection ; and, retiring upon 
his hands and knees,, till he came to the 
foot of the mountain, be forgot that the 
j^oise which 1^^ made by disturbing aniji^ 



iMreakitag the branches, mwt rofallibly 
betfBy him. The Spaniards, perceir- 
itig him, sent forth a shout of joy, and 
mn towards their wretched victim.— 
The blood froze in Theodore's veins ; 
aSeath like moisture bedewed his limbs. 
He ^eaned against the rock, which he 
expected woo Id have stopped his course^ 
but whose side appeared to open to save 
ham from his enemies The sun, he 
thouj^ht, must have withdrawn its light 
to prevent his^ being pursued ; and, to 
complete the iHusion, he fatxcied himself 
walking io a long^ narrow, and^dark, sab- 
terraneous passage. A violent blow on 
his head, convinced hin^ that all was 
reality. He stretched out his handd, and 
Ibund a rocky^ and* irregular vault. He 
crawled upon> hift. hands- and* knees, got 
up. and crawled again ; then stretched 
himself forward; and, like a reptile 
g^iog^ between the sharp rocks, which^ 



grazed jiioB ^e^ob^idetihe Aditund^^a*^ 
£iBt as his ii^eafiioees m^ tl>e pb^ork^ 

listen, %uit» feeiMrug .opthieg, the toel^ 
^Oturage. 

fit'theentraiiGeiO^he cavei*^ ;.^Jiib(M^yrhii0|i 

QoUiiogbiitt^ (oFe^QkfliffeoiMfild i^Bbdi^&e 

« 'BMMtal .to .enter. Tke i^mj^y l^Dugb^ 

^d QQwl^eseiBe bo^om.; tbe ftar ^ 

poxiauB iffsecispecuii^ te«l(be cotmtr^ f 

^e wild beeete Wibiqh ^e.pair«era oHgi^ 

jperve ^er $t vsetreat j 4;be|lfbk:<k 4ai4»i«^» 

jai\ cojMpine^ to4e^ ev^y O^berlrjiHe 

storing. Tbegr believ^^ ^Ifio ,(hi)t A^ 

mBfTfim AimiiM «f i^e cav^> bjiDger, .or 

(the hqpe of iocgpcy, wouU .induce tb^ 

< i^qimiiial tp returD,^4« therefore, wait^ 

fed piiUeptl^ foiT Thegdore 4 xe£i:iesbi4af, 

itbenui^Wes, $& he hfid do^/e, wi^ ^ 

^Md^frqits 4^ pl^ce a^^M^<* 



What we most with, irfe readily be« 
liev«. Theodore dDnbted htot bu4 the 
fie vera, extended ' from one side to the 
other of the moiintaiD. He coald per^ 
ceive, h(»ve?er, that be was sentihly «•• 
cending, and that the path he followed 
was winding : he coticloded that fait 
walk woold be long and wearj ; but b^ 
was.leariog the Spaniards far behindi 
and th^iie Wbs nothing heso nHich dread* 
iedas firlliag again ioto- their hands. 

Already was. the day far advanced ; 
he darted forwards, still ascending, not 
seeing or dclring to hope for an outlet^ 
and desparthg of ever again behold<- 
ing the sun. Death, under whatever 
shape it presents itself, is always terri- 
ble ; and he repented of adding to its 
horrors; by flying from the Spaniards* 
it was possible his youth and mtsfoiv 
t^unes might have interested tibem ; Qt^ 



M 



i^their «raf% wm not 4o be stibdded^ 

Ibey ifrolikl it 'loiKSt h»«e iterminatedi 'bi* 

gflKctioos bya iwigle Iriow ; and DOfr« 

hxm iMtiy hottn miglkt he^aoie tolin^er^ 

He 'wmdifdf uicUBdcl'to tiirQ teck, 'but 

had! he duffic'ieflt-slKengai to <irig hm^ 

«elf lo fora« tteeatrance of 'the cavarn^ 

As he wa9ihm bewBdeiiiig UimelfMtli 

a crowd of cofltradictery ideaa, be 

thought lietflfffr a i^ 4>f ii^ al the iex* 

tremityofih^pasBi^y Uet^a^teistoi' 

darted forwards/butttheiight vaaisbed.. 

Heaven and earth, hktnelf,eU mJBte -ikCp 

0tKed' of havii^ ebnsptved to decewe 

him ; he passed from dt^epairti^ffiadDessv 

and , ironniDg foTwaWk ilke tone didtradt- 

ed, dashed'himself agakateoaagie^itbe 

«H>Gk ; the hlow threw him on his side. 

J9h ! uolooked lor ha|y|uoes8 ! tbe^i^ 

•had AOt deceiaed'bimibut«f>peawed more 

teilbatit4han hefotfe, reflected hy iibc. 
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te^g«8 of the roeka : Tfei^odore theft dii- 
covered that the fock agaiost which he 
bad ratf had coiieealed thelight fbt an in* 
tftant. Soon he irts able to seie diih 
titictly ; add) wtvancin^ a few pacei^ 
fodfid himself in the o(m;d air. 

Imagine to jretii^eif ati> unfi^ftunate 
wreteh, overcome' with fatigde and an^- 
^ntsfa, escaping for a second or third 
time from the jaws of death ; and yoti 
Will he able to farm some notion of the 
trtmspofts Theodore experienced. Hh 
ideas were aU absorbed in the contem- 
plation of the cheerful light of heaven ; 
b^ neither thought of the country he 
Wfts" etrtettng) the meatis of subsistence, 
ifortif the dangers he might encounter 
from the inhabitants. 

Thii delirium; however, gradtraH^ 
subsided ; and^at dreadfbl foresight, 
80 improperly stjrled reason, resuming 
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its irresistible empire, a confused mixi 
ture of hope and fear again tormented 
bin bo!k>ni. Leaving the cavern, and 
advancing a few paces, he beheld a 
magnificent plain; embelished :by cul- 
ttvateii 6e]ci8, srailinfl: habitalions, trees 
laden with fruit, meandering streams, 
increaieting as rhe> flowed^ and fertilizing 
the whole, forming a complete picture 
of plenty. 

The manner of cultivation and the 
buildings, differing from any thing he 
had seen at Lima or its environs, con- 
vinced him it was not the abode of Span* 
iards, and that he had no longer ene- 
mies to dread. Every thing announced 
a civilized people, on whom he might 
depend for relief: and his heart expe<*' 
rienced an interval of tranquility. He 
quenched his thirst, and gathered am} 
eat some fruits as he advanced into the 
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CDiiDtry ; but scarcely had he proceed- 
ed a handred paces, when he perceived 
five or six men sitting under a plane 
tree. They were clothed in a sort of 
white tunic, fastened round the waist by 
a girdle of various colours ; a bandeau, 
ornamented with high and beautiful 
feathers, adorned their foreheads; their 
features appeal^ agreeable, and their 
countenance mild ; no doubt remained 
of their being friends, who would give 
him a gracious reception. 

In afpproaching them, he observed 
bows, quivers, and clubs, thrown here 
and there on the grass ; but the sight 
of these weapons did not alarm his con- 
fidence of security, and he drew near 
without distrust. As soon, however, as 
the men discorered him, they started 
npj and, raising a shout, drew their 
bows. Theodore displayed a white 



:9B .4(^«aiifl»JB' 

,tbey •esffobipg. tb^ir i^m^rs fqr, tljuer 

*A^% jitfle td^taiyofet ^4^,0m;,afKi^ia,|iiid 
ilbkiyyiptail**^?^*? •^Wft'*^*^ bff 

-n^tMfA hiif.8|^«l;to fi^wAfhwi«tw(r 

enemies, who .w^r^^-skiisfi^iii bis bfH^' 

.SciaiKS^ljr^^drbiQ a:b«p« rof-wqiping 

/fr#m ii9Ani£^w4ft!i ^ the . ^M^ i^nd;iiHit 

fe|igu«id, jvidb^vvm ; b»t„ r«A^f<itifi«; 

.^t lberlMlf« ^#«M itbftll^^ UxBifrffP 
tlb^ivcMbsonntUfberM b|^ «g»^ "MMte 
rtbem^<ia4ftT8liiod^biN di9iUm$».>9Pd(ttM 
be itfcretr *UB**f n^iftftift^iriwe?^, 
'henm9de;;fiq;«irtia|irdte««r3r ^^f ^i^ 



vttrbrt^ tin*r'tlfc ttit^ttry i*»dfej 

Jits* pimHi6r9i 8t6ft>kij^ tft'tliie'edge <yf 
tlk»*#iKit^ and I boM^trg' iHi^^ pfl^fotiMi' 
vaMMi^nety, «<iwriMGisd/ TlleMbre' tHfiti 
timc3plao«! ifW'OiMW^Mt^d' to ' reKgioiii 
pmrposoBi andb coondered as arraered* 
and ifyirioiM4^ RsyHifB; Takiop; cot^i^- 
a^; be djff^ed into the- thiefcesi audi 
nbost gbomy 'part'of th« wood; and^ wai^ 
coDfirmed in^bta opioiooby thie nppeai^ 
ance of tombw, nrore' or lesa anoifn^,: 
wlrosedborH irere of ctE»i^, supported 
by faing«s oP goid, 

0h tumini^ one* oftbetie tOmbp, bo* 
war swrpriked by a sight as-ratnlfring* aa^ 
it' was unespectedi Pillars' of! cnassy^ 
gM fiNipported an open cupola ; under- 
wKftph was an altar froin fRbenoe'isaQed* 
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a blaish flame. On each side was a 
flight of circular steps, covered with 
clo.th.of different colours. Within the 
building was an image of the Sun in. 
plates of gold, the rays of which, skill- 
fully ornamented with siWer, extended 
from the top of the cupola to the floor. 
The walls on the right and lefl were 
decorated with bas-reliefs in gold, re-. 
prepenting the cripoes of Pizarro and his 
associates. Near one of them was a sta- 
tue of the same metal, clumsily formed ; 
in which Theodore recognized the ec- 
clesiastical Spanish habit of the fifteenth 
century. "Ah!" said he, *' doubtless 
this must be the image of the virtuous 
Las-Casas, whom this grateful people- 
adore : true it is, then, that the memo-^. 
ry of a good man never dies ;. but, bome> 
on the wings of time, passes to the 
latest posterity." 



TBBOZ>OSlB. 



Whtltet he 8too(f gazkig-wrf h adtoira- 
tion-, Rii«w object sttddieDlyat^nctedbtii 
a«ieiition> and'b-dDii»h«d*n«oin hitthooghtft 
the temple, bit danger-, hinwetf, theooi- 
rerse. A priestess, iin the- act «jf^ ado~ 
raiibi]-, waf» ImeeHfig be/ere tile aHar* 
^er dress, wfaich^ ctyitsitited of » k>fig 
rebewftfit^ a»9Qew*, dfsplajred the graces 
o^ Mer person : » vei^oftlle «aiiiaaolo«r 
flbate^upMitber »boi|fti]W9 ; ai|d>,geak^ 
ag^a^e^bytlie'aiii^plttyed ki nndoliitkig 
Iblcb upoa tb» cMhiiofi. Tke daeelmg 
whitefM6»ofl|ie.rob# and'KeiH iv^iepe* 
lfeve^bfbordi»rB^gokl'aiicr««l?ei»jD^ 
B4b«»lj vilMd ; dnd » oN^iof^natand 
d»iv«r» iHNlttd'febe skiplicit^ of Mtove 
h>tbefiK>8^e«^«tte fetiiften»eiit»a^iiPt^ 

The ehegapt %are of (be priestess 
annonDceffherto be^oong, and prepar- 
ed him t» expect the ir<^ attractire 
beatitj* Yotitk jsrenerallr tmssesses antk* 
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sibility and deKgbt in the slightest op- 
portunities of benevolence. Theodore 
approached with tFemulous apprehen- 
sion. Without relying upon the graces- 
^ his person, he couki: not suppress th« 
idea of their impression ;: and he trusted^, 
that the tows, which probiiblj had for^ 
biden her te love» had noli proscribed 
Ihe exercise ofconipassion. A^ili, hear- 
ing a step, turned; and, raising her yeil> 
discovered a face, whose bloom might 
Tie with the roses of Aurora. The 
European- habit at first inspiredher with 
fear, but Theodore had assumed (she at- 
titude efia supptiiasts; neither his looks 
nor his posture indicated hostile inten- 
tions. Recoyering herself, she smiled 
upon him with the unsuspecting simpli- 
city of innocence. Theodore, enchant- 
ed, was incapable of uttering a word ; 
(is soul beanied in his eyes ; his. blood 
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imshed in rapid streame to his heart ; and 
love, for the first time,, took possession 
of his bosom. The priestess, on her 
part, unconscious of danger, and fearing 
no reproach, yielded to the emotions 
that agitated her breast. These interest- 
ing beings stopped within a few paces, 
and regarded each ether with fixed at- 
tention. Aasili, least affected, first broke 
silence; '^Fair stranger,'' said she, 
** what would jou ?" iler voice, sofl, 
flexible, and harmonious,, completed the 
enchantment ; and the transported 
Theodore knew not what to answer. 
The ingenuous priestess repeated her 
question.. She spoke in the Peruviim 
langtti^e, which was iamiliar to Theo- 
dore, who had seen Peruvian slaves at 
Lima, and had frequently conversed 
with Corambe. This Itoguage, abound- 
i^in vowels, is of easy pronunciation. 



Peoplfe, whuse employ fweot w huslwmd- 
ry, makie usb of' but few wards ; an& 
Theodore had'learned'enous;h to be able- 
to express himself with tolerable ease«. 
He began the recital'of his misfortones ; 
and his voice made the saoie impressioD 
upon Azili that her*8 had'mad^ on him. 
She listened with the most lively inter- 
est ; sighed when he recountledlfis dkn> 
g^rs, and* smiled at the renewal of His 
hope. Hope, rash maii*!' soon will* it 
be a stranger to your bosom. 

She knew not what to do fbr TTieo- 
dore, but was willing, to undertake every 
thing. She bad every reason to detest 
Europeans ; but certainly those who 
massacred her ancestors couhf not re- 
gemble this interesting youth, ft was a 
law that no profane person should enter 
the temple y. but the stranger was igno- 
xant of their tmsComs; he waa^ wretched; 
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and the God whom ^he worshipped 
would permit her to protect him. The 

Peruviaos had attempted his life ; and it 
was her duty to prevent their commit- 
tiDg such a crime. But where could she 
conceal him ? She might not pass the 
precincts of the temple ; and was she 
sure that her companions and the pries* 
teases would be as compassionate as 
herself ? Were they to give him up, 
his blood would be shed as an atone- 
ment for the blood shed by the Span- 
iards. Shuddering with horror at the 
thought, she took Theodore by the hand; 
aad) conducting him into the midst 
of the cemetery, " This," said she, *' is 
the tomb of the great Capana, who wus 
a father to us all, and the founder of this 
kapijy colony. If he had met with you, 
he would have acted as 1 have done ; 
for he was always the support ot the 
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wretehed and the good. M ay hH tooA'^ 
gerve for the p.re»;etit as yoiir asylum ; 
and for the future, may tiiy God'irtsprrfe'* 
me I** ' Then, op^nitkg the ddor tjf ^ tfte* 
monument, Theodore, pfetietrat^d'wtllt' 
gratitude, and* already intoxicated 'Vitfc^' 
love, entered it, idaprecatfng 1btet!Sittgi^ 
on her ; whilst the youtig priest*^*; 
carefully ctdsing it aftet'her; retirmed^ 
16 'the altar. 

Thermit Was, that, ahine, shfe'eranf* 
in'ed-her co^iscienCe, and interrogate^ 
herself sevefcly. A iiian'had''preseftte< 
hSmself beibre her', she hftd'^6ire«l^ 
hferself to loolfat 'hittt*— *mati proscribe**' 
by the ktv^ofhef country, t6 whom aD4* 
to all EuTope«tD8 she had -swort) an etet^- 
ntiVhatr^d; Shfe couM-not b«t*atkft^w!-* 
ed^e she hadViofated 'hfer rows, andy«t* 
experienced iro reTWorse. What ongfiV 
stiTe'td dtf ? SHou\d she- cotrt&ue to scr 



T*eo4o?^» , to jEipteakr .to ,|i^n,;.^d„4o re- 
lieve Jii9 wants ? tier delicacy w^s^^ir* 

>4»nQd. BuX , thc^n lo |)^Jtr^y ,a yqiHjg 
m^n^.who Jiad jcqnfid^d to.jier. his Jiff. 
Bcitray hiin ! it would be .ungeneroas^ 
p^cfidious, a.crui^lty qpt^eard of. But her 
vows— her vows ! She then prostrated 
herself before the image ot her God ; 
b^se,eching l^iiD to j^ntighten her inex* 
perieuce, ^ndto guid^Jier youth. Ag^in 
she examined her heart,. and fqund thei^e 

, nothing but the s.er^nity that accqtnpa- 
oies a yirtuous actiojD. "The will of 
heaven is manifest," ^said she ; *' I shall 
endanger ipy.own safety, no doubt|.,but 
the wretched, map sbalF liye.'^ 

At tl)e decline of , d^y, qne of ,]ber 
coippaqions cam^.to^^Iieve ber, ^Qd to 
,watch the 8ai;red fire, ^zili refurp^d 
to the. . ipteripr^ of the, b^iildipg.. whi(J[i 
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was inhabited by the priestesises. Re- 
collecting that 'f'heo^ldre rtiust experi- 
ence hunger, wh6n the provisions were 
distribated, she reserved her share for 
him ; .and favoured by the darkness, 
went out without being perceived. Pur- 
suing with trembling the windings of the 
sacred grove, she soon reached the 
tomb of Capana. Gently opening the 
door, and leaning forward, she called in 
a low voice to Theodore, who, instant- 
ly ascending the steps received at her 
. hands a vessel of milk and a cake of 
maize, a relief which she imagined his 
distress alone had extorted. 

The door of the tomb being again 
closed, Azili returned to her apartment, 
till now the abode of peace ; but from 
which her regard for Theodore had ban- 
ished peace for ever. Sleep, invoked 
in vain, withheld its balmy influence ; 
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the image of f%eodore incedsantl j pre^ 
seoted itself to her mind ; whilst h^, at 
the bottom of the tomb, could siee^lSiink, 
nor dream» of any thing but Aiili. 

k is hecesssary now to delate, by 
"•Aat means a Peruvian naltiOn could be 
^concealed in the bosom xtf a mountain, 
surrounded by Spatirsh possessions. 
'On that horribk dafy, a day which 
Spain tnust Mish tt) l>e effaced from the 
annals of history^when Pizarro received 
Atabalipa, ^bo 'came to him as an ally, 
Capana was one of the grandees, who 
composed the train of the emperor of 
Peru. Atabalipa was borne upon a 
ihroii^ofgold. The arms of his soldiers 
were covered with the same metal : a 
«ight, which served only to inflame the 
Avarice of the ferocious Spaniards. 

This unfortunate manarch spoke the 

laogu^ of peace; Pixarre answered 

£ 



5ft r*JlW>*i- 

tp cqmc^ WJ8 t)ie effect p^pd^^d uppq thQ. 

trod thpifli . iv^j- fopt, ;^^ miW«^ ai 

l^iUi^g with ^#^|5f ,C€i5^ainty- Th^f^ 

fljigh^ iQcre^sefl tb^ fjonfjifiop, ^d «eii- 
cj^fjerf thp papna^ mppe dr,ejadjful. A 
ij^i^flil^fir ,of prince? q{ tjip ra<^ Pf 4ie 

^^ por «f!^ w#re .9PWed. TJbopwwfa^ 

^.inp^r.9r, <wIk»P ?.mno b«rf t^Jten.pri-: 
V^oer, .^nd wJ^iQ Wiasi. f<iod|iBff^^4 to ^ 

boffrib^ tHtpfr^ry. A im^ 9f #ftqttd 
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tlifeif piHiSrenl brtrfelty, Afe t6Ml ttV«^ 

M t6 p\^^^t^k h}6 lii^ tb^ tM Sdte 6f k 
tt^IdVed vn%' an IbfaAt ftfftily, Whb^a^ 
Miy !idt>«i li0 trdS, dtfti Bis <ltib^pp^ 
e^Mti^iU^h. if ditferiirig to fail fkb^K 

tfl« 8d6tte df hbi'rt^tt Ire huA }dKt ^t'it- 

^^ttt^ fho^t sought dfi6t> by hh ^fie- 
itim^, tit^ d^c^fretf trb true i'rcH^s by ddn- 
coaling hid r^ily iii tti^ ttiauAtdirid. 

tnt^ day th^y Wl^n^ jMftM by Idme 
ui^f<yrtiifa«fe fegfiY^iy^s, irhH ^kVb ^Mlf 
f^i&irt^ ; iftid b6 g6(tt fouhd hinri^lf 
at iM &ead of sT BtfA^rbbiB t>«Ot)h!, dild 
W»s tshfaniMc^Q^Ty ap]prdi!if(^d iStt^lt chr^f; 
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difficulty of concealing them increased* 
The Spaniards had not yet indeed spread 
themselves so far as the mountains^ 
ivhere the mines most abounded ; but 
contented themselres with the pillage of 
palaces and houses, which afforded theni 
gold without trouble. This resource 
must soon be exhausted ; and it was* to 
be exp^ted their avarice would urge 
them to further researches*. Capana 
and his followers had nothing ther^ifore 
before them but slavery or death ; un- 
less they could find a secret and inac- 
cessible retreat, where a good man 
might live and die without molestation. 
l^he excellent and indefatigable Ca- 
pana traversed the Cordeliers by day ; , 
and, in vain, sought a place sufficiently 
secure from Spanish avidity. Discon« 
solate and perplexed, he returned in the 
^Xening to consoje his unhappy family ; 



dtea]^]f)\>irittbenti* and ftitigii^^. H be^ 

fefthfer irrtd thti ct/unfi^J' ; and lUfeifdff- 
fytMttS y/vtite iisc>*ittttd,'by tT«ii# hdl 

dci^ti>^e . As* W ^as" Mi^ d^ u(»eU si 
to) b% At^pdi^ tto a^Mf ^»de af oft« 

them to change ^heir rbtite, mtliolit ntif 
defeppiirimfte' 6hj^Gtj bi #b^tibeit ihey 
I661t Cd]nitisi' for i#r jftrbatitffit of tUs 
H>0iiotam^4bm wflon tti^f Hoped fo 
etttJiEihi- th«< infbttHalmPv trf vr^Meh; ^liey^ 
wdriBF fii» ptifrsflii; they hiMe dll^dy to^ 

. 11]JbIkiiUatf|»rhite,mai^j%!9t}j»Uafrm- 
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ed than Theodore, fled as he had done ;. 
and Ms good fortune, which led him to- 
wards Cayambur, conducted him to the 
very spot, .where, with. courage 'md 
perseverance, he might climb the oioua- 
tliin without danger. It was to the 
massy projectiiMis of rock, which had' 
concealed this- important spot from 
.Theodore, that Csipana owed his safety. 
Here the Spaniards lost sight of him ; 
and, whatever had been their design, be 
l^eheldthem from the pktform, return- 
s' by the same path^^and resuming 
their* former route. 

AlwAys full of his project; he-careful' 
ly examiti^d the place, to which bis- 
danger had^driven him. The entrance 
of the cavem.wae not then concealed by 
brambles ; and b^ easily discerned it 
through the shrubs.. It appeared nar- 
r,ow, biit deep ; apd:b^ was satisfied it^ 
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might fa?our his design. , By daj it 
would coDceal bis PeruviaM ; by oight, 
he might send oat parties to gather fruits, 
catch the wild lamas, and draw water. 
Fiecesofrock might be broken from the 
second mountain to throw upon the Spa* 
niards, should they discover their re-< 
treat, and ?eiiiure to attack them. Thus 
they might patiently expect the time, 
perhap* not far distant* when their ene- 
mies, disputing for the spoils of the Pe- 
ruvians, . would fall upon each other; 
and, by their mutual slaughter, leave 
the country to be again cultivated by its 
eriginaL inhabitants. 

Having determined upon this^ plan, 
he deferred its execution only, till* he 
60uld examine the extent of the cavern, 
and find means of rendering it habitable^ 
Eeturqingto his friends, he informed 
tbem. of his., discovery ; and sopo. re?- 



I^^iWti thitiier ifrith fiToAe of (te brUVe^isf 
ofhh FoUbwets, taWyifig [iWifi.j!drfs fttirf 
fL^tith^mt toa^e of dHfed ^feyilhjii*? itabil/ 
Up6n feif^tiiihifi^ th« cAterh, th^y fbnHif 
tfeey had dJiich t6 etfeci, h^^k H W6h\Ji 
Bfe fit tor \M\f irettpi\6h. IttitjatWrtf,' 
hdiv^^er, to ^c6vht th%- i^d of fbi9 
^bt^rraneb<]9 f^ce'dA, tlr^y^ cO»tMJ^«:tf 
adVaAcFiitfg fill (hey ^iietrdt^d d§ fat «^ 

Waited for d )Hfl6 cu1f(if«, iti ordef* «^ 
^doi- forth ils Hch^si ti^e^ilr^A. Tb^f 
Rstned this laiild ofd^tiAfityi wbe^6, tiH- 
kit€!ifu]^€Kf, tbey fUigbt foinof^ fb«M 
own laws, and enjoy thef fi'tl^ e^^ttH^ 
4t tbeb t0!rgi(Afi ; fl«d, cdti^'MAlafing 
6tfci^ otlif^f oA tb^ Mei^ ih^y might 

ti^fi^ ^ the pt»i^4!i they ba«^e6^ t6 
iaa^ tmifamota to oftdb IlKiA fHArta- 
tEtir» «f thl^r joy. 
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. At the diiwD of the folio wiog day, the 
colony begtoa its journey to that aay«* 
lum, which was to separate them froia 
the whole world. No more sighs ! na 
more tears! The husband gaily sup- 
ported his smiling companion, and the 
tender mother caressed with rapture, 
the infant she was going to nourish in. 
peace, and to rear far from the haunts, 
of their persecutors. All were laden 

with clothing, household furniture, me-, 
chanical tools, or instruments of hus-. 
bandry, saved from the general wreck.. 
Yet they felt not the weight of. their^ 
bu^rdens ; for their journey was a festi- 
val. 

The whole day was consumed in as- 
cending the mountain. The children 
and old men stood in need of assistances 
which every one was aniious to render. 
Qere a son, in the vigour of youth wai^ 
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fl^&tii tffck 16 fddk, ^od ^ii>09irig Wtti^ 
Mf ta d^^t ht life tiai'<i(H^ {^k'^i'ei'i^- 
tfoh. I'ife'i'^, a d^hghtet ii^ks ^t^f tHij^' 
B^^^If t# ^^tM Bef^ ifafinft trrofh^f. 
thk d^c^Mtb im^f cttfi^ifg to ht^ 

#iis suH'ddri^A by h^r ^mt thMteh,' 

ttt clfeaf the foad Ijifefbre h^. thfr 
bt^r d^tiist^ bh tiriAtfesd, ahd thd^ 
m^tld his fVietid. Not a SpMdi^rd a^- 
jl^Hfietl t6 alarm 6t Molest them in this 
r6n^ hdd pamfdl uridertakih'g ; and hea- 
\h% ^hbih oWftil satictioh had be^ti 
basely assumed for the extirminatidd 
of tbi^ 6tic<3 ihbtimebable people, seem- 
ed to thkei this litUe l^eihrtant tinder if^ 
^ecilUat* ptbtectioki. 

When the I^t of (h^ih had attained 
die' plat/bhii, ail \nth€d towardft qulfd. 



Ti^ti 9nci^Dt cky b«d l^eeo buroed or 
^e^jtroyj^d ; tti0. £^tik pluin, op whtcli 
i( 9tood, yvm micultiwt^d aod focsakeiii 
fqr, tbQ Sp9oiai:<)d soogbt notbing but 
gQl4. At jsight. of tlu3 pi&turie of desor 
Utirn, ^y bnvfii inlo teaw. " Cc^ee,'^ 
tuid Csifiaiia, ^' .Qe^se to regret jthat, of 
Jl^bicb your God d^pririea y#u^ aod 
^\^9 bi«i f<>r Hfbot h» hea^f/^. Xon 
9mf^t<^b«d, tbat tl^ {and dp^s.not 
continue pro4uQtiy^ ; au4 wb<at ^bi^oH 
It.pfoduc^i, fwJMfid by crfo^^fi aQ(i g^i^.i 
l^^g^d l>y /t>ur bfe^d ? T^e #pirtb fi^ll 
^r tb^ b{iud« of iqiio<QeQQ&; ijl; U Ihfi 
a^eat of th^ brpjir, it ^ I'^s^t^r wl^c^ 
it demands ; come, tben, and c^Uiis^f 

lmf^^A\fAe}y tbejr vw^^ ^owsLvifi, 
^ »ntf^nc0 of Urn ci^Fi^rff* ^^ir Yf'h^ 
t^diS^, arriiv^ ^i i^iv n^»y c<vintry.. 
?!»% u©per ^At^anife tl^ey ^pp^^ up, 



'witb -stones and trunks of trees ; and 
^tbtts, separate from the rest of mankiDd^ 
commenced their labour with order, 
intelligence, and courage. A great 
portion of the earth was covered with 
gold, which the}^^ removed ; and, in its 
place, planted the potatoe and other 
useful vegetables. Soon, the cotton- 
tree, the cocoa and bananas, strait and 
tall, and ladeB with delicious fruit, 
spread their protecting shades. Regu- 
lar habitattons next succeeded ; and 
their becyps of gold were converted into 
a magnificent temple. Why has not 
this metal been always so innocently 
enployed ? 

The reign of Capana was mild, and 
peaceable as the people he governed- 
He lived adored, and died lamented ; 
and his revered ashes were deposited 
in the sacred grove, which his oirn 



hanii ted planted^ His smicesftdirs, in- 
spired wsith resfkectler bis iaBiBorj,ob- 
served.his most OHiiiite iostitntiond ; apd 
tiDdec theoi, as. laader Capatia, the chil* 
drea imSHhed, mth their first milk, aa 
hatred of Earopeaos, and attachment t# 
Iketrofltiiiaws. 

But hotv did Theodore, with so much 
difficaity, fiaid the en^'aoee of this pas- 
sage ? and bovr happened it, that he 
met with no obstacle through its whole 
extent? 

Capana's prophecy had been fulfil- 
led. Ptzarro and his lieutenants, with 
others equally ambitious, commenced 
a bloody war ; aod the thunder of their 
artillery resounded through the reces- 
ses of Cayambur. The Peruvians 
doubted not but the moment was arriv- 
ing, when they might* return to their 
beloved country : with great difficulty , 



therefore, they opened the mouth of 
the cayefD, and assembled to appoint a 
deputy, who should go and learn what 
was passing in the plain. Capana, tho* 
fiir advanced in years, not daring to en- 
trust another with so important a com* 
mission, determined to go himself to 
Qtuito. Neither the tears nor entrea- 
ties of his children and subjects could 
deter him from his design. He laid 
aside the ensigns of royalty, assumed a 
simple habit, and departed. A few 
days after, he returned, dejected, fa- 
tigued, and scarcely able to support 
himself. The people surrounded and 
oppressed him with interrogations. He 
related, that their enemies* haTing 
fought many bloody battles, at length 
became so weak, that the dispersed Pe- 
ruvians again assembled, and ventured 
to attack them ; that 600 Spaniards were 
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slain, Lima and Ca9Co were besieged, 
and eyery thing seemed to announce 
the re-establishment of the ancient em- 
pire of Pern ; when the arrival of con* 
siderable reinforcements from Europe 
destroyed these flattering expectations. 
The massacre of the Peruvians after- 
wards recommenced with new fury; till, 
weary with slaughter, the Spaniards 
had condemned to the mines the miser- 
able victims that remained. However, 
as the measures, which had, for the 
present, been defeated, might succeed 
in other circumstances ; the inhabitants 
of Cayambur came to a resolution of 
sending, every year, a deputy to Quito, 
who might learn the situation of affairs, 
The opening of the cavern had been 
effected, with a difficulty that they 
were not willing often to encounter: 
they determined, therefore, that it 
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siloiild remain uncovered ; but that 
tfaey would conceal the entrance by a 
plantation of briars and thorns, and that 
a perpetual guard should be establish- 
ed, which, as the place allowed but one 
to pass at a time, might ensify dispatch 
any S|>aniards who should present 
themselves. 

This guard, for a long time strictly 
kept up, was, by degrees, relaxed. Af- 
ter two centuries of tranquil prosperi* 
ty, they desired no other country, and 
omitted sending their deputy to Quito. 
They continued the guard, however, 
because it hadl)een established by Ca- 
pana, but the service was negligently 
performed ; and to this was Theodore 
indebted for the facility with which he 
entered the valley. 

Villuma, Who reigned at that time in 
Cayambur, united, as his predecessors 
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had done, the regal office and the priest- 
hood. He was about 40 years of age, 
of good natural talents, unperverted by 
the prejudices of education ; possessed 
also of great dignity and energy of cha- 
racter. He added to these important 
qualities, that amiable disposition, which 
is so essential to the support of arbitra- 
ry power. Truly good himself, his au- 
thority was exerted only for the good 
of the community. There were but 
two faults, with which it was possible 
to reproach him ; the one was, that he 
belioFed, like, his ancestors, all Euro- 
peans monsters; the other, that he 
equally feared and detested them.. 

All was ready for the celebration of 
the anniversary of the day, on which 
Capana had founded this happy colony. 
The temple was strewed with flowers ; 

incense^ cedar, and aloes were buming^ 

F 2 



on the altar ; the pttestesdecr and virgins 
were arranged r<niad the sanctuary ; 
the people pred^red into the courts, 
which, during these solemmties, wer^ 
open to them ; Villama was beginning 
to chant the sacred hyoHn, when th6 
high- priestess Anais, forcing her way 
through the crowd, informed him an 
European had been seen in Cayambur, 
li and had not yet been found. 

The Peruvians, who bad perceiyed 
Theodore enter, and had suffered him 
to escape, secretly reproached theikk*- 
selves for their negligence ; and, dread^ 
ing, not the severity, but the justice of 
Villuma, dared not to divulge an event 
as extraordinary as it was alarming. 
However, as other Europeans might 
follow this, the public safety, and their 
own personal security, being at least en- 
dangered, they communicated the se 
cret to their friends who whispered the 



terfibl^ nefiort ihsit Cayambur was 
menaced. 

Considering the prejudices in Which 
Villmama had been educated, he must 
naturally be alarmed by the information 
of Anais. He trembled at the incal- 
culabie erils which one or two Euro- 
peans might bring upoct a people, long 
accustomed to yield without opposition : 
looking attentively at the crowd, he 
observed their countenances unchang- 
ed. " They appear,'* said he to Anais, 
<* ignorant 6f th^ 6ii^cum»taiice : it will 
be soon enough to inform them when 
your fears are verified; at present, let 
us respect their repose." He detach- 
ed some Incasj which orders to seek 
and stop the European ; and to double 
the guard at the entrance of the cavern. 

Always master of himself, he gave 
the signal. The flutes and trumpets 
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opened the festival ; and ViUama, with 
apparent tranqnillity, began the solems 
hjmn. 

HYMN. 

O lource exhanstleBB of the i treami 
Of fire, that warm the earth and skieaf 

Aocept the vowb, pure as thy beanu. 
That from our g^atfiil hearti arise. 

viRom. 

Commencing^ glad thy glorious course, 
Widely thon fling^st thy flaming rays ; 

Night's paler orb yields to thy force. 
And fades extinguish^ in thy blaze. 

PRiaSTI. 

Absent, thy loss the suffering earth 
And Nature'k fainting children mom ; 

To thee they owe their life,their birth, 
And joyful hail thy wish'd return. 

The people repeated every stanza in 
full chorus ; and Villuma and Anais 
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desended the steps to the soand of slow 
music. They were followed by the 
virgins veiled; amongst whom were 
t>vo, j'nst above the infHntile age, £lina 
and Meloe, who bad lately been dedt« 
cated to the altar, nnconcious of the 
nature of their obllg^liods. The one 
carried a ^otden vessel full of milk; the 
other a basket laden with fruit. Nekt 
to these walked the priests ; and the 
procession; closed by the I neat and the 
people, descended to the tomb of 
Capana. 

Azilit fenrfal Bnd trembling in the 
midst of her companions, iihtigioed the 
eyes of every one penetrated the sepul- 
chre, and discovered Theodore. Her 
own were immoveably fixed on the 
monument, formerly an insensible heap 
of stones now animated by the presence 
of a being too dear to her, Willingly 
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would she have prevented their &p* 
proach, and scarcely could she restrain 
her emotion when they touched it 
Her veil happily concealed her anxiety 
and her blushes. 

The sight of Azili had given life a 
new charm in the imagination of Theo- 
dore; and the gloomy sepulchre was 
converted, by the hope of again behold- 
ing her, into a delightful abode. But 
what mean these hymns and solemn 
sounds ? Where they coming to tear 
him from his happy asylum ? Or were 
they about to sacrifice to the Peruvian 
deities; and would Azili, his beloved 
Azili ! be lost in her attempt to save 
him ? Unfortunate youth ! destined to 
experience in its turn every pang a 
mortal can endure. 

Elina and Meloe, havin&r placed upon 
the tomb the milk and fruits, a tribute 



of publio gratitude and reyeremce 
to the manes of Capana, retired in 
silence, and relieved the anxiety of 
Azili and Theodore. 

The information of Anais made a 
deep impression apon the penetrating 
mind of Villuma ; and he determined 
to seize the opportunity, now the peo- 
ple were assembled, to prejudice them 
against the European, to rouse them 
to resist him if he intended Ttolence ; 
or, dreading most their influence, to 
warn them against his seducing and 
engaging manners. Returning to the 
temple, and pointing with his hand to 
the has-reliefi with which it was adorn* 
-ed; '< Behold,'* exclaimed he, ** behold, 
represented on the walls of this sacred 
edifice, the crimes which we almost be* 
lieye, but which to our posterity will 
appear utterly incredible. There, mil- 



lioDfl of car fellow creajtuces $i:e sacri- 
ficed to an insatiable thirst for gold ; 
here, millions, doomed to cootiniial 
darkness, languish in the bowek of tha 
earth, and are ps^nfuHy employed in 
digging its entrils. There again, mo- 
thers, weeping o?er their expiring in* 
fants, mix their last sighs with those of 
their children. Here, the detestable 
Valverde, the poignard in his hand, and 
planting the crost* on heaps of carcases^ 
proclaims his God. Behold there the 
wretches who outraged human nature, 
who tore the children from their pa- 
rents' breasts, rent their limbs in pieces, 
aiid cast them to their dogs. Impious 
race ! race ever to be detested, I cune 
you in the name of innumerable vic- 
tims ! Swear with me, Peruvians, 
swear never to show mercy to any one 
of them, whom chance shall put into 



3W««lftW^^f-" The pe^eitftpeat^the 
tkjB^a^. Xh^odofQ, at tbe bottom of 
tbe:t0fBt»«rta^enipf4e i^^ndAzm.MuU 
Si^,#9d rqoaUe 'to support hera^^'Wrat 
i^^ftffay bjo^e of tbo viwqi. 

^^Tlioae (inrho kBoi¥ hpjv ,to .deteat 
wiokodaiefle/'.coMifMiad Vfllaaia, « loFe 
abe^ iPibpnowr Wstpe* CoiHoipplate tbe 
sMt^eof 4)ie:yeipuemUevfvieiid of Mexico 
Obd P^r)l;^cooteBlplate tbe exceJlent 
%t90 Ci|BqB» of iwbom aD qnskilful baod 
b»»toft en. an imperfect resemblance. 
X4et:ia».al'least. b^igreteful fi>r tbe good 
he endeayojured to perform." Sajiqg 
tkb^Jbe.'f^a^ a crovn of flowen on 
tibethead of tbe Firtooiu Spaniards 

If be HmtiyAl beiqg concladed^ the 

pceple^rtbe vilfina, andthepnesto^ re* 

tttraedtatbetr respective babttations ; 

whilst Villama retired to his palace^ 

wisere Jie^ wm expected by tbe Incas 

G 
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whom he had dispatched in puniiit <)f 
the Earopean. They reported witli 
regret, that hot a part of his orders had 
been executed. A select and nnmerout 
guard had been placed at the entrance 
of the caTem ; and the profound silence 
that reigned within convinced them the 
stranger must be alone : but» notwith- 
standing the strictness of their search, 
he had not yet been discovered* 
All they cou}d learn was, that he had 
taken refuge m the sacred grove, 
whither no one dared to pursue him, 
and had not since been seen. 

Villuma, convinced that he had found 
an asylum amongst the priests or the 
virgins, was not so much shocked at 
this violation of their vows and eon- 
tempt of the laws, as angry and grieved 
at their foi^tfulness of the happiness 
and safety of their country. Long ac- 



CQStomed to habits of reflection, he 
soared abo?e the superstition of his 
conntryraen ; and, behind the sparkling 
lanunary which they adored, discover- 
ed the creating hand that fed and sup* 
ported its light. In secret he worship- 
ped tiiat invisible God whose existence 
he felt, but whose nature he was unable 
to explain. If he maintained the re- 
ligiaas errors of his people, it was be* 
cause of the useful influence it gave 
him over their minds. '" If he afiected 
an enthnsiasm he did not feel, it was on 
account of its power over the vul^r : it 
was an ardour^ which he well knew 
was easily communicated; that to it 
they owed their courage and very fre- 
quently their virtues. This contempt 
of a most sacred duty, especially in the 
ministers of religion, inspired a fear of 
^be novel opinions it must embrace. 
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Though he podsiBssed neither ^e^l^it'^ 
eoce or learning, he immediate^ per^ 
eeived thnt a spirit of idnovatibn would 
be the pbrent of endl^^ diioi^dert M 
Iberefore commanded '^he 8eAr«h>to he 
renewed in the tiftmple^ thie dW«llihgft 
of the priests, attd* ill' liSsrd^D palace^ 
charging Atiais rigorously to esathiiM 
Hiie abode of the virgths. 

After a' htlfti reflectiorA; aiM i^i'HMig 
in his miifid evetf possible circumist^Mk:^, 
Villnma wai/ sdtisfi^d that a single 
European; however t^^nM^ he M^ 
be, couh) not HHnt of emptoyfhg^fi^^i^ 
<*Ararfee, Whieir probftblf dfreet^e^ 
this man," d«id^he t^Cfte Indas^ *'WM 
t^)Ach Iriih to multiply hm i^s^otiifses!. 
TPhis emissai^ of youtr eneutied-, yt^ 
say, concealed iii» criminal iiltetitiotis 
under the graces of yoUth' ; it is* hf 
tfrose means, db doutM^iie dedigkintoiiin 
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lerest yon* and will by those accelerate 
jour ruin. 

*' If jon allow him to femaia amongst 
yoU| he will speak the language of vir- 
tae, he will assume the tone of affection ; 
truth will sit upon his Lips, while perfi- 
dy is concealed in his heart He will 
employ all the arts of persuasion ; will 
abuse your experience ; will wean you 
by degrees from your antient manners 
and habits, will extinguish your hatred 
of your murderers, incline you towards 
them, and at length open to them the 
entrance of the valley. 

'* Send him back to his countrymen, 
he will awaken their insatiable avarice. 
Men, whom nothing can resist, will 
force the barriers by which nature has 
defended us ; will bring with them fire 
and sword, and, like a destructive tor- 
rent, spread every where death and 



I- 



overtarned, your harvests Atttitayedy 
yoiir #i^'aQd cHtUl*^ radahig from 
yt)6r buitiitig b^crdefr, vtf^eaMgto yoit 
#itli kmd sfai^ieks, £ftr^Mngy6U iiitltdr 
last tmbraee, attcf tkWHig undet the ex- 
tertniaatiDg swoi^d at ytmr fbeti Yott 
ari^e; y(yii dasptbdf bfeathl^d todS«s ; 
a tear escapes yotti* eyes; that tear be- 
comes a oriole, ainl your blood i» mixed 
with that of tlf^ rlctitfis, whom you la- 
nient ! Yc^ur God, ii&dignattt, withdrawn 
his light ; the (bllo wiTtg d^rh he Idokd 
for his children, aridthefr race is no 
more. He shines only Oof their dead 
bodies, the robber^, and'tne gold. Let 
this Earopeai) theti be found, and \ht 
him die."— '< Let him die,^' repeated 
the Incas, aniifiated by his prophetic 
oration ; and, spreading themselveir 
amongst the people^ eyefy wh^re they 
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kEdpir^ the holy rage with Wbioh ihey 
W^re agitated. 

Bdt how Wad Azill a'ffeeted wheb elhe 
beaWf tbese cries of proscription, and 
daiw the fTrl^ti and her compai^ionA 
funning Here and' there in search of 
their devoted rictim. Id die midst of 
the tumult and disorder that reigned in 
the temple, she escaped unobserved^ 
and ran to the sacred grove. Fearful 
and diemayed^ slie looked towards the 
tombs : no one had approached them ; 
not a soul was near. Perhaps, distract- 
ed by the alarm, they bad escaped their 
attention ; or perhaps they imagined it 
was not possible for aoy one to pro- 
fane the retreats of the dead, and insult 
their sacred ashes. 

She was irresistibly Ted towards th^ 
tomb of Capana, Irresolute and unable 
to decide, yet, under the necessity of 
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comiDg to some determiaation, nothing 
satisfactory presented itself to her 
mind. Every thing conspired to pre- 
vent her keeping Theodore under her 
protection : he must then pass his life 
immured within a gloomy tomh. Bui, 
should he go, what would he lefl that 
could interest her ? She could no long- 
er conceal from herself that he was of 
importance to her happiness. No mat- 
ter ; he was not, on that account, to he 
deprivedof all that is valuable in life^ 
and remain in constant alarm. It was 
better he should go, and she must in- 
form him so ; but how venture to open 
the tomb by day and speak to the stran- 
ger? 

The most artless woman cannot be 
ignorant of the sentiments she inspires. 
Azili foresaw she should have tears 
and intreaties to resist, and perhaps 



nMie^fl4tkafilOliBiitthti^v«<iMlv AyooMg 
man of ttroeity id'not eauify peMuaded 
16 ki^ tli^ ol9^ei> Of^'bili affiftdtions: 
^ ittt(dMe^'^ w&qW unayotdnbly !m^ 
lUne ; 'btit,9lioaia<«li^ tiller it till nigitC; 
f^od<yre', eittblbniftned bxthe dai%iie88» 
#ot)1d fesRrt'^tHf fdiiger, and lose in 
li^i(lbM-dpiM»itioii tl!iemoment favenr- 
WIe ti6 Kis'fligMr^ Stte dcjtenirinedlliere.. 
fUi^ iUiitai^dy ^^ speftk* to Theodbre ^ 
aiid; imaginirfg slte^ it^Haired tliie dictatea 
olf * natlb^, yield^HO JS^ widtea^ of iier 
U^rtl 

4'uhiing'tbtrai'dJrthe aft^r, Efina, tshe 
<ffNi€nr^d;watclile^1%^sacred'fire; and 
Itetoe, l^er fiiteild, war with Ustv engaged 
ih earri^flt conversnlfeir. Assured that 
tfirey' could not ienve theii* charge, and 
Kho^iHiig that'llb^ tomb of '€^pana couM 
myt fbrth^ trees bre seen from thesanc^ 



tuflTry, Azili penuaded herself tbe had 
nothing to fear. Fatal security ! 

She opened the door, and Theodore 
sprang op the steps. He seized her hand 
and pressed it to his lips. AziU forgot in 
his society the dangers to which they 
were exposed. Seated on a slooe near 
the tomb, she was relating the perils 
that surrounded him, and imploring him 
to leave Cayambur. He had neither the 
power nor inclination to obey her* 
** Your life," says she, *' is proscrib- 
ed." — "To lose yon," replied he» 
f* would be worse than death"-— *^ Ah ! 
if you should be discovered "-^'* Well, 
let us live for each other; there is 
a way." — '' For mercy's sake, name it 
not."—'* What 4 your God." «< Blas- 
pheme him not He is the God of my 
fiither." — '^ What I vows at which na- 
ture revolts ?" — ** It does not concern 
me alone ; my mother has answered for 



toe ; woqM you have me bring her to an 
igDomioioas death?" — ** I should be 
culpable to add another word." — 
** Theodore, to night, favoured by the 
dark, you must seek, you must find the 
entrance of the cavern." — •' To night !" 
•— **'A1I here tremble at the name of 
Europe ; shew but resolution and the 
guard will fly before you." — " To 
night !" repeated Theodore.--^*' Yes, it 
is absolutely necessary." — ** I cannot 
do it."—" Prove your gratitude to Azi- 
li, and for her sake let me conjure yon 
to depart. "~«* Well, then, I will go; I 
will quit a spot, where in thy form I 
have beheld the traces of divinity. And 
shall 1 go, — alone ?" — •• Alone,** repli- 
ed Azili, smiling and averting her eyes. 
— «* Adieu, then," said Theodore, in 
a tone of the deepest despair. — ** Adieu, 
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fpreveti'* i^qifCdt^d .Azili ; .dud^ber face 
wasi1|e<lewed ivitb dears. 

berself fr4Mii >tbe -tomb. She fhad ibe 
Q0iiii9g0 tO:^vbut tb,e jMfe^I^P^s.toTe'- 
toro. Theodore was. pa Ug^QedSrrbia 
ismftftxtendodtowAKUrber : .in YfUB-did 
she attempt to move; ber feet seemed 
glaed to^the ^gcouad, and inrfolaQtHr^y 
spreadiog her arms^ the transported 
Theodore rushed JDtothem* EliDaaod 
]M eloe shrieked with, h orror. Aaili sgi- 
swered by a scream of terror. 

Fori^ttiig bQrsdf in her fears fpr 
Theodore, she coy«red him with her 
robe, pushed him .towards ithe tomb^ 
9Dd made bioi descend the steps : ibut» 
not shnttiog the door, Theodore drow 
her after bu», and swore to remain ud-> 
til^her fate was decided. 

The gentle and compassionate Azili^ 
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b«Mev»ai|; criMtty inoampstilde with 
youth. mtreQte^ her compaBioDS to be 
huuaDe and dkcrect. Bat famliciMn 
knows neither disoreliotmr hamanity ; 
ft traanples unAerfoot the ties of blood 
and stvfles the ¥oioe of aatare. She 
k^'the temple !«r!«erwhetined with grief, 
and'preparedto'iiiideirgolhe punishMeot 
fcnottnced agahistf^hiesfl prftettesses* 
One circum^Dce however deprived 
death of half its bitterness, filina and 
lieloe iknew not the place 'df Theo- 
doreHi cODcetihiient. 

These yoimgiprieitesses, coneeiTing 
they were parsQing the conduct most 
aceeptable to their God, and thinking 
that to oonceal Aaili's crime would ren- 
der then partakers of it, resolved to 
aocose her* Yet the feelings of their 
hearts bat ill as^ed with their religious 

opinions $ and they shuddered at the 

H 
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idea of the panishnieQt that awaited h6r^ 
'^ I can fancy," said Meloe, '* I hear 
heragODizing shrieks." — ** Herdeath,'^ 
said her friend, '* is present to my ima- 
gination."-^*' Bui should our God de- 
mand her punishment ? Onr God ? Is 
he not her father ? Elina !"— << Meloe ! 
Do we experience the same sensations ? 
Yes, emotions of pity, tenderness, and 
friendship-^They must be suppressed ; 
and, faithful to our vows, though trem- 
bling at the consequences, we must be 
her accusers. You hesitate ?" — Do. 
not you too ?"— ■" I fear to explain my- 
self." — '* Ah! speak. Good beart.sio-'* 
terchange their thoughts with mutual 
confidence." — " Should the transports 
of Azili, whic^i appeared to us so crimi- 
nal, be no more than the result of com- 
passion ; should misfortune have driven 
the stranger hither — He is handsome ; 
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but perhaps he is not wicked — He is 
aloDe; and one man cannot overturn an 
empire ? — ** Azili then is innocent ?" — 
** I wish, I even believe it so. Go then 
to console her, and intreat her forgive- 
ness.'* — *' That I shall ens ilj obtain, for 
Azili is a stranger to hatred**'—** Go, 
Meloe, go, my friend." 

She was departing just as Villuma, 
distressed by the inutility of his re- 
searches^ and followed by the priests and 
▼ir^ins, entered the temple. Convinced 
that Theodore had been concealed by 
some of them, and hoping the secret of 
his retreat was known to many ; he en- 
deavoured to extort by the force of re- 
ligious prejudices that discovery, which 
alone could allay the anguish of his soul. 
He flattered, he promised, he threaten*' 
ed, he soothed their fears, aud again 
bad recourse to threatenings and invo* 



^ 



cations of theiv God . The fiobace o| 
his emottou^ g^YOMicb irvesistiblofiMC^ 
to his Dative eloqu«Dce, thai Eliotti fmi 
Meloe, struck with terror, appvoai^hed 
Aoais aofl meniioned Aasitt. 

Thisanhappy virgin hsi rotiredte 
ker apartmeDt where she sttoie toca»' 
ceal her sorrow, her affeetiuiL, and) beff 
despair. VillnBiH instaDtljF conrnwded 
her presence in the sacred ^erove, tanMtM 
ioff that the solenn jrloom o^ tbeae hokf 
•hades would powerfuHy- impress, bar 
tender mind, and second hiereproechei 
or intreaties. Feeling for AaiH' a pe«* 
temal affectien, andtoo enlightened', toa 
elevated, to delight in^ craelty, he an-r^ 
ionsly wished to save her. Desirous 
of conversing with her in private, as 
soon as she appeared, he* dismissed the 
rest. Be began bj declaring that Eti* 
Mi.andMeifliebaddiioovered aM, trrn^ 



hig that fear alone would induce her to 
betray herself.—' vElina and Meloe!'* 
replied Azili, drowned in tears and d* 
most suffocated by her sobs, *' Elina and 
Meloe ! cruel girls !"— •* They haye 
discharged their duty," said Villumai 
«< but you haye violated yours. Behold 
the image of that God, to whom you 
had consecrated your existence and for 
whom alone you ought to have lived ; 
behold the altar at which you pronoun- 
ced the sacred oath ; contemplate the 
hallowed remains of the founders of our 
empire. Does the solemnity of this ho- 
ly place, the profound silence that reigns 
amongst these venerated tombs, speak 
nothing to your degraded spirit ? The 
truth sits upon your lips, but I cannot 
ibrce it thence. An inconsiderate pas- 
sion has taken possession of your heart, 
has prompted you to burst asunder the 

H 




eoDMiiil a crinck IW^miiHiiw «(£««- 
FOpe» pietaffBik! dftl hcie saoMd 
tmre before j^m- eyie^ ai) thentvj 
mmit yott Were-rcfoemng as: Europea» 
mtk 0DiDpla«enc3rv Ydnir astenialdB^ 
Miriiiiin haS'p^UttbniiMaffifi^eiktenfle 
1m» ii^fectad tke w&Bj ail- webteaibcu 
l^oar perwefti^ is wi^oinidheil^ and mji 
reproaches are o^ ae awiiK''-«-*' I de^ 
serve (hem nol,'* vepjaed Ihe U^rrtfMl 
AailL " Yoitt deserve to die," — thw^ 
dered Vilkuaa. «« To die I" cried hui 
victim, cengs^aled with hoiMtir. '^¥oia 
kaow the dreadful, the irreveieableiaiof ; 
d»ath ! ¥00- tremble. Laj asida theoi 
your obstinacy, aadt maoifest yoar eoiip- 
tritioft."— ^' My heart avows- oeae/* — 
** Fatal confessioA ! Azili^ were I te Us^ 
ten to my indignation, I sheuld thisma^* 
men! discharge my dreadfol duly. But I 



I lactam df^thof e ▼{•teal pnetl* itho > 
tkmk faeaifVB delighu in the^effertagvcl? 
crmtlkj. Ipeiii6nilM»»l:»myimrlbtbcir ; 
ami; pocMesmg ftMWt'tftelin^) I wi^- 
noi te-lenrnnaCeyeitf existcfiee. Co»- 
fys»^ and yoo^ hfe sball be^preserred.'* 
— •*'HPere J emtst^iour of a crime, I 
would avow if,"'aimvH!red Aisilf. 

*^ Ye«p h«fe iotpodticed af> Karepenr 
into thw haNewed grove. T%« most' 
FMBote- wkidinga Aare been searched, 
asadt hei»iiot to^be ibcitid. Wbere is hef 
Tell me, and in* an instant yonr fanil 
shalfbe represestedas arrrtue ; it«baff 
appear tellie majoritj that yotr ffattered 
our enemy, only to sectire his confi- 
deoee; Ihat ye«i OTercame the horror 
beinspiredfyon wiHi, only to delirer 
hiw more cevtaMy te^vs; I wilt impose 
silence on the rest, and yon shall enjoy 
thegvatitiiileof&tt; yoiirfatei»ifi yonr 
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own hands.'" — ** I will not betray the 
innocent*" — " Think not of jour accom- 
plice ; his death is certain ; at all events 
onr enemy mast perish." — *SAlas ! the 
sin then shall not be mine." — ** Do yoa 
then brave my power ? do you despise 
my kindness ?"— ** I honour, I respect 
you," answered Azili, ''but can suffer 
and be silent : however wretched may 
be my fate, yet to it I am resigned."— 
'* Resigned, do you say ! you sacrifice 
yourself to an idol of your imagination ! 
Unfeeling girl ! your heart, though inac- 
cessible to fear, though insensible of 
kindness, may not yet be deaf to the voice 
of nature. Do you forget that a punish- 
ment more terrible than that of death 
will imbitter your last moments ? Has 
not your mother pledged her life on your 
fidelity to your God ?"— " My mother I 
My mother f exclaimed the terrified 
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JbttU.-— ^They dfag ber,'* proceeded 
Vittinna, '^from h«r peaceM iMibkalkw; 
Uiey refroack htr witk a cffineof i^hidl 
0Im IB BOt a.pattekjer; m ktr agiwiiei 
^iii fmt wAr» Beheld!— 4hey teat 
in pieces the bosoa that BmfpewieAyoOi 
Ihese souicee of life fntm frheece yeur 
infimcy eras' BeiuriabetK"--^— *Say bo 
Buere^ 'It^^eatbto ombJ^*— <' In the her* 
rerft ef her Um§ amt f abful agony, the 
caat&hermatiniAaleyetf OQ>tibee,— <4hee^ 
the diegfrnee e^ her faeiil^, who oii||;ht«i 
est even yet be its boast : she ^i-f^iree^ 
anil thoJi, penshicig io thy turoi^ dktM, a 
aecood d^Hth^ feiloMred to the teaib by 
the hatred aed eji^ecralieBS ef an iedig* 
nant j^eof^le."-*.^" My no4her ! My n«o- 
ther!" ECfieated Aaili, with an emotioB 
that chokfldher aiteraiuee. — ^' Uaiiaie* 
rai daughter! yeu have but a momenl 
tetdeCennieei and yet yoiL heeitaUk'* 
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" No, bo, I am decided." — " Speak 
theD,UQhappy girl, speak, 1 say ; where 
is oar enemy ?"— r*' Behold him," ex- 
claimed Theodore, bursting from the 
tomb, and eagerly presenting himself 
before the high priest. 

Azili's cruel situation had fur a long 
time been more than Theodore could 
endure. She would have devoted her- 
self for him ; he prevented her by sa- 
crificing himself for her, and only en- 
treated that the high priest would keep 
his promise. 

Villuma, quickly interested by what 
was great, and struck with Theodore's 
magnanimity, as well as affected by his 
youth and beauty, hesitated a moment 
between his duty to his country, and 
the impulse of humanity. His irresolu- 
tion could not escape the attentive Azi- 
li, who, falling at his feet, begged the 
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life of Theodore. Just as he was on 
the point of yielding, the image of the 
European escaped from the Peruyians 
and on his retarn to Quito, roused his 
dormant fears ; whilst all his prejudices 
against Europe, a^ the terrors he had 
excited in the Incas and people rushed 
upon his mind. Forgetting that he was 
a man, he recollected only his duties as 
the king and the priest; and, clapping 
his hands, instantly the Incas, armed 
with darts and battle-axes, appeared 
and surrounded their rictim. Azili, 
conceiving they would instantly dispatch 
him ; forgetful of her duty, her safety, 
even of her mother, and unrestrained 
by the presence of the high- priest, 
rushed into the midst of them. '* Ira- 
prudent girl !'* whispered Villuma, 
*' you destroy yourself*" She heard 
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himnot ; h^U th-rowing berai^s rotmd 
The<Ki(yre<, invited the incas to ^trikie 
ber first, Thern, snddenrly rottsed to a 
Bense of tier situation, and terinlied bj 
tibe confipssion (but had «sGtip«d her^ 
the dyq»dfui<y>ictBP^ of lier pareai^ 
suffering preseated meM in glowio^ oe* 
kMirs 1o her iniHgination, and eKcWoni* 
Big, *' My mother ! My «HMfher !" «he 
iainted away. 

I^he {nil^icity of iher oondnot {>Fe» 
'TeiDted VilloiHa lirom attetnfiting any 
Uiing in Iter fiivout?. Could be, to 
whom the eKecatiMi of the laws was «k 
clusiv^ly ooHimittod, be ibe ifrstto ea^ 
eoii!rage their infraction ? 'He rehictant^ 
ly cetnmaBded AziH to be nrrested ; an 
order which was -executed wHh aAl tlie 
frigid severity of f^maticism. 

Soch were the purity and innocence 
of these people, that this was the first 
time the laws against any crime had been 



pnt in ekecQtion. The prisons Which 
deform the face of Earope, and which 
are generally oyerflowing with culprits, 
were unknown in Cayambur. Azili 
and Theodore was therefore conducted 
(e a firivate house, and committed to 
the care of the Inlbsr . 
' Villnma, thinking the destruction of 
this young man would ensure the safety 
of his people, persevered in his inten- 
tion of sacri6cing him ; but, afflicted at 
the death of Azili, be wished to soften 
its bitterness, by separating her mo* 
ther's fete from hers. He therefore 
gave no orders respecting her : but the 
superstitious piety of some Incas ren- 
dered them unnecessary; for, seizing 
this unfortunate woman, they were 
dragging: her belbre the high -priest fol- 
lowed by the people, who with loud 

I 



and the people, wUll:lliine vrl»«il»l«9i4tr 
Q^vfA^ «i«re ubiety i^diiif^ sppr the 

..iIq tb«t meas line AgUi » JM »»iw r Q< 
9Rdibnnd hejnelf poar TAhe«idQi^, whsm 
«he poetQispWM viciihaqt a iiN»r0i»f. 
A oonfBfled aoaae ^attracted their attea-» 
Imo. Tkey list^Md, and hj the few 
wordit theJ-wefe•abl^ la cateh, ander9> 
stood ;tiMt ^10 iababftaat^ of the val^iy 
ipove^o^be s^«i»nbled, aad that theai« 
aelves nfsere tatbebpounhthefeve them. 
Tiieodoi^ revived al ^e thoo^, a^d, 
>oi9rtDg>iipo»4he<yo|ilh|f boaatXi- andia- 
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'«No,' ftaidlMJ, '< w« slMllMtperiek. 
fiMMilky M' the tame in cvei^ qKiii^; 
ikty who speak H» laofwuge «re •am <if 
attettiiafi^ wiuHt we liHton to ike eO*- 
^eisti^ef «H0forl«iae) we iiweMibljf W- 
<»iiii& its friewi"— "^ Do not Mtet 
jrouneif, nrf deep Theodore, with th« 
hope ^ ntikkii^'afr jiii|MrflMtoil' on (He 
lug^> prieetv Your eibrfvi Itke those nf 
thepdw^rlenrWi^e thatditehesihi Ssmm 
mi^H the rock, woirid be frttitleB^»"-«- 
^ The rock iteetftiabnot relntt the 4hiil»- 
dei*) ^rtn he mimt bd indbeoieed by 
tketOMeofth&{iH»|d€r: let me but b^ 
keard, nnd I ^heU obbiki lay liberty rimI 
thine. We will tear^ Cay amber i and 
oM^a comet of the- wcrrld whbre we 
■ay reftc^fioaeur t^JOrnhp^^'-^'' A^l 
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a desert and thy heart.'*—" Id thy 
ciety, a desert would become a para- 
dise. Loving thee alone, thy wi^het 
fbould be mine, and in thee dhoald I 
find my country, family, my all t for 
thee only should 1 Kve.''-— '' Ah what a 
life of bliss! proceed, proceed."— 
" Thy mother sharing with us the hies* 
flings we ei^oyed." — -*'My mother! 
Alas- ! thou hast destroyed the iUusioa, 
thou hast awakened me to myseU, to a 
dreadful reaUty. In listening to thee; 
ID att coding to thy love; I forgot the 
claims of nature; 1 forgot my mother, 
who alone ought to occupy my thoughts. 
What have 1 done that thou shooldst so 
beset roe ?"— *- Azili !"— '* Carry hence 
thy perfidious charms ; they have de- 
stroyed me. Wherefore have 1 beheld 
thee, cruel that thou art? If I knew 
aot love, at least 1 was a stranger to 
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T«fiiof8et. But liUMi appesnidat; aad 
tffty dtitj to my God, my iiiotiwr» and 
niy^etf, wm iaerificed in an instattl* 
Thy image' haunlwd ne %}r day; lor» 
BMtrtMl oirirf aiglit, ami pwmmd am 
even to the foot of tht altar, BdrW 
rtiMif! R^Btofe' to aM'ivf'G^,i»jr in- 
MetoG«, ny reascMi^ reitove to ate 
my m^fh^r, re^ara kwr ta 
tf«ivt ft oa my kM^t-^^'frtigr »^ 
•*-my tttatHifet t— *iify notbar tw--*' AIrt 
im* iHNkrreii^a saka, cadm tlryself, ny 
Aasitil aMiiot toa«r wa«8;'*— ^ Tbot 
irpttakeKt^^s^aki f hear ^i^ioa; and 
ifty gui^ haifit, aff»et^d liy Aia iMNH»d) 
Miftttis flMtiag ^« my bosMD 40 unitt 
its«lf«Hth thise. Thy ^wrniogtearSy 
fMlftig oil my hflfids, are diffuaed 
dll^oai^Hrat ray frame. N», I can na 
iM^r resiif^ thy iofloence-'-^t ov^f^ 
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then, QDbappy youth, nor add a dou- 
ble poignancj to my sorrows — I do 
not reproach thee ; thou didsl not de- 
ceive me ; it was some hidden spirit, 
who, envious of my happiness^ depriv- 
ed me of my senses." 

After this violent effusion of a heart, 
affected by a variety of. passions, Azili 
fell into a profound reverie. Theodore 
dared not approach her ; he even fear- 
ed to meet her eyes, those eyes in which 
he had read his hopes of happiness. 
Keeping at a distance, he hid his face 
with his hands, and strove to conceal 
from Azili the tears which her situa- 
tion and reproaches drew from bim. 
*' 1 have aflSicted thee, my friend," 
said she, '* pardon me, pardon me; 
I knew not what I said, 1 knew not 
what I did !" She extended her band 
towards him; he seized it» and press- 
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iog it to his bosom, mingM hit teart 
with hen. 

Every thing was prepared at the pab* 
lie tribunal for the consummation of a 
great act of justice. They marched 
thither to the sound of solemn music ; 
their eyes fixed on the ground, their 
faces covered with a veil. The day 
on which culprits were to be punish- 
ed was a day of mourning. The gold* 
en throne of Villuma was borne by 
four Incas : the hierarch placed him* 
self upon it ; Anais stood at his right 
hand, and the priests and virgins were 
ranged in a circle round them. The 
armed Incas held themselves in readi- 
ness to execute' the orders of their 
prince; while the surrounding space 
and the avenues were 6Ued by the 
multitude. Theodore, Azili, and her 
mother, being brought forth, Anais 



genre (ht rlr^s a signtil: lAstAnUjf 
they took her from her guards, depriy* 
ed her of her urown, her veil, and con- 
secrated zone, and let her long daxeti 
hmt Mk ufMMk her shoulders. At timi 
sight, her either uttered a piercing 
shriek. Ab^, perceiving her, wouM 
hatedaHed towards her, but was re* 
stnniied by her cooipadiofis ; who, 
eriieily religiotts, informed her that 
tis^ ties of cottsangniklity were brdken, 
and broken by herself: the colour 6t* 
Verted her cheek, and she fainted ia 
thetr armSk 

Villuma had formed a plan fdr the 
preservation of the mother, which he 
thought would prove successful. Flat* 
tering himself that a sense of equityi 
accompanied by his influence, would 
enable him to control their bH&d reali 
be took the vohuae of the law ia his 
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hand ; and, proDouncing with a loud 
yoice the sentence Manca had denoun- 
ced s^nst unfaithful priestesses, re* 
mnrked that he did not find one word 
which affected the relations of the 
gnilty p<>r8on. He represented that 
the indiscreet zeal of the successor* of 
Miinco had given a rigour to this law 
beyond his intentions ; that the mother 
of Azili was not a partaker in the 
crime of her d.tut^hter; and that the 
]blood of innocence was nn abhorrence 
to their God. ** This woman," added 
he, 'Ms of the race of Capana; she 
has religiously fulfilled the duties of a 
wife, a mother, and a subject; long 
has she been possessed of my esteem 
and your respect. Which of us shall 
dare to present at the altar a victim 
adorned with these virtues ; they inter- 
pose themselveft betwixt her and the 
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final kotft ; they utter a ydiee l o ^ d frf 
Ihm thM of the Idhih to whicfa ttt^j are 
Of^po9ed« That htW^ then, boing lift» 
Just, cannot ptt)oee4 from heat^D% 

▲ oiunwir of di^pprolMtioD ioter^ 
m^e4, bat did ootdMoncort^ Villattaf 
i»d ho faaitefted to nfiaaae his hiMhgtifli 
oeitaaa of calnins thair mM$y coaM 
he but fecmre their aftenttoo. **I 
know/' eaid hei ** I know it d^M dOI 
befodf to taM to alter castotos rea#«td 
ad Mored bj the apprabatloa of agMi 
h Wn my d«ty to diiliver my opiihiba^ 
aod 1 have diseharged it Toa'isdoai 
are aaliovizcd to decide thift qafesticMi $ 
and by yoU only ihdl it be decidedk 
To your justice, thei^fbfe, t couiidtt 
this efficted mother. Is there oat 
eifenagBt you, deaf to the ro¥ce of Imh 
maiiity ? that toice whith echoes ia 
atery hearty aad alevaitas ^itaeiil thit 
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H Per4iviaii a^liirst lor tlie blood of ib- 
piK^f^ce } let him come Ibrwaurd, and 
iatiate himself with that of thi» devote 
ed victim. Behold her no longer pro* 
tected by my tutelary arm. But lot tl 
be reoBiemhered .that the blood flowing 
lo bee V9m9 k that of Cajpana f of that 
Capaoa, to whom year aocoiton owed 
Ibeir Uvffio, to whom yo« aro iodobted 
SsMT 4^i;i9t«nce." 

He paused and looked avoiind him^ 
'Phe ^k^ enlhuaiastic presorvod a 
pvqfi)i40d .^ilooco. Fixing Iboir oyei 
91) th^ 8r<ttN»4» an ingeououA bhiah roso 
^ (^eir ^l»eAfc9» ,aBd they t eproachod 
t)>Qa)9irfT^ .for aa .oi&otioD sa contrarf 
to the qa^re goodneaa o£ their boartA. 
^proJicbiAi^' ^ pootber of Azil*, thoy 
md^owd her. '•Ahl'^ cried Villu- 
m^ *' IJknev you wo«dd correet your 
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error ; and that innocence would erer 
be esteemed sacred by the children of 
the Sun. Conduct her to her home ; 
console her nnder the grief of being a 
mother; prepare her for being oo 
Ioniser such." 

This unfortunate parent cast an anx- 
ious look towards her daughter ; but, 
loading her with caresses, they remov- 
ed her from this scene of misery, and 
Azili's petrified heart was for a moment 
alive to joy 

The life of Theodore was the only 
object at which Villuma seriou(«ly aim- 
ed. Flnttered by hi!!> success in saving 
one life, he anxiously wi^shed to extend 
his victory, and shelter Azili from the 
severity of the la^. But the law was 
80 exact that it was impossible to explain 
it in her favour. The people nlso had 
proved by their murmurs, their attach- 
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Bietft to wliftt they esteemed lacred : 
find if^ wbiiBt he endeavoured to pre- 
matrt AziH, he should rouze their mdig- 
nation, it might endanger his own antho- 
ritj, excite a revoH fatal to himself, and 
plunge the colofiy into the rery evils he 
wished to prevent by the death of the 
yMth, whose fete he secretly lamented. 
After a moments reflection, he deemed 
ft neeesserry to sacrifice Azili for bis 
own ; and perhaps for his coBntry 's se- 
Oarity. Warmly as he had defended 
tke mother, «elf -preservation made him 
now seem as warmly bent upon punish- 
iftg the daughter. Turning towards 
her, and assuming that air of severity 
which the habit of dissimulating had 
rendered familiar; "Azili," said he, 
" Ton have degraded your august min- 
istry ; sacrilegious love has found a re- 
ceptacle in your heart; you have openly 

K 
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avowed it, what defence can you make ?" 
— '< My fears for my mother having sub- 
sided," answered Azili, "my courage 
has returned. No longer a fearful sup- 
pliant bending before your throne, and 
doing homage to your pride, I venture 
now to speak ; 1 appeal to the justice 
of the people; they have liberated one 
victim, tbey will liberate another. 

** When 1 pronounced my vow at the 
altar, and sware never to think of, never 
to love, any thing but my God, knew I 
what I said ? Not yet arrived at the age 
of reason, I was incapable of judging 
for myself If to love be a crime, why 
did not that terrible God strike me to 
the heart, and annihilate me at the very 
moment that 1 defied his power ? W hat 
do I say ? Are we able to resist the 
charm of that enchanting passion ? Is 
it not an emanation of the divinity ? 
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What but the diTine huDd could impknt 
it in our bosoms ? And would he arm 
me against himself with his own bless- 
ings ? would he delight in spreading 
snares in my path ? would he engage 
in an unequal conflict with his creature ? 
Far from us be such revolting ideas. 
I created not myself ; and to yield to the 
dictates of my heart is to obey my 
God. 

"I have, they say, aggravated my 
crime by loving an European. Does 
tbe sunshine on the valley of Cayam* 
bur ? Are not the inhabitants of every 
clime vivified by his heat, and equal- 
ly his children ? Answer, you who 
hear me. Suppose this unfortunate 
being, pursued by his enemies, had 
fallen at the feet of one of you. Sup- 
pose he had said, ' behold a wretched 
fugitive ; guihlets, though proscribed, 
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I trwt to y^iir generotky, for ««fiBl]r* 

The Spaniards were barbarians ^ yo« 
will foUow the dictates of hoinaaity; 
joa will Dot roAeiable theiA.' — ^Whicb 
of jou would hare abused bis cob* 
fidence ? Whieh of yoa would haTOt 
bete'ayed hioi? Who would aothaye 
yielded to tbe si^oestioM of con« 
pasdioo ? Peoplo^ this is my crime* 
I have shielded an unfortunate from 

the fury of bis persecutors; and, con- 
cealing him in the tombs of your 6« 
thers, have afforded innocence aa aty** 
lum in the final retreat of the virtu* 

006, 

" No ; I have not degraded my mi^ 
nktry, btit have honoiired the divinity 
in imitatmg his beoeficeoGe. They 
alone offitnd him, who, paMittg Um 
«fter tiieir own iflMge, would represeal 
hm as feropcioof at tbeossehres." 
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This speech was calculated either to 
overpower their affectioDs, or more 
completely to embitter men, whose sa- 
perstitioDS it direct! j attacked. A con- 
fased marmur arose. 

Villuma ready to seize erery advan- 
tage in her favoor, and wishing to ob- 
serve the effect she had prodaced, be- 
fore he formed his resolation, discover- 
ed nothing but anger and in&lgnation in 
their countenances. ** Is then," cried 
he, addressing himself to Azili, ''is 
your impiety thus unbounded, and does 
blasphemy defile your lips ? Formed 
to adore and to obey in^ silence, you 
have dared to question the propriety of 
your duty, and accuse heaven of not in- 
verting the order of nature in your be- 
half. It ought, you say, to have ex- 
tinguished your impious affections ; it 

was you who ought to have combated 

K 
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kMr«[ awaited jroitr vkstoiy. You re- 
gret jeilr Towt al tke ftHat ! What d«9« 
ti^y could !»• Kiort faoftotvoble thaft 
yours ! A senrant of the grealO^ faim* 
mM, jro« were ehargtd to offer Utt Ihe 
iKmiage^ Utfe graftitade, and tlie loye« of 
his people $ jroe elood belween k eav e a 
and earth, md hy yowt itit«ree«aiekk «t* 
traded t fali regaids of the di vim fiilfaer 
to hk thildren. Whet more wea waol« 
iB^ to your glory i Birt year dariag 
prcsawiptieii Ibxfot the ^^tmae hetwtat 
the oreetore and the creator ; yen re* 
soiinced hit worship, defiled his altera^ 
loid toowyMi dare«e kmkt the jostiee 
of the people.'* the ery ef deadil 
death! reaoonded from e^^ry qeailii. 
Li^ itself conk! not oiore quiciiy 
strike the senses of Theodore, Unm did 
the ft«ne of thisdrefeidliil ery. AIU hk 
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fteakieswete in m tnitaBt siii|>eiided, 
$md •• instAHtaMttoini; f etiored at ihm 
eollection tkat on hit preMoce of 
fcnicd^cpendtd the fete ^ hioweif 
mid of AflEili. Affeotmg a tnmqfiilliiy 
that he did not feel, he demanded aft 
hearing i and, withoat the eiperienceof 
yillmila» diBpIajvd equal address. ^' At 
the momeDt/' saji he, ** that your fatal 
decree threoAets the priestess, and 
■^self, i will raise my feeble voice. 
But persecuted bj the high-priest, and 
condtmned already in his ■md, vidiat 
effect can my Tain complaints produce ? 
Ought not yoo to see and think as he 
does ? Ooght yon not blindly to sub* 
mit to his will ? Do not consider whe- 
ther a feetde being, without arms or any 
means of defence, is able to inspire 
reasoaable fears ? do not inquire whe* 

ther I hare rehitiFes to whom I am 
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dear ? Forget that yourselres are &- 
thers, and that one day yoor children 
may supplicate hearts deaf to the lan- 
gdage of distress: harden yours, avert 
your' eyes, and prepare to consummate 
the sacrifice. 

** But, before you strike, should you 
reflect a moment, should you listen, 
not to idle prejudices, but to those 
eternal and immutable laws, which are 
understood alike by men of every age 
and every place, you will look with 
compassion on this virgin and myself. 
Where is the priest who proudly dares 
to intrude between heaven and us? 
Where are the credentials of kis mis- 
sion ? The Almighty bids the thunder 
roll, and never suffers hit creatures to 
direct its dreadful bolts. Behold that 
virgin ) whom your mistaken zeal had 
doomed to sterility : contemplate her, 
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«ttd mk fowTHhf^s if oatire cU not 
defligii ber io be t mother. Tben tern 
your iUeatioD to an unbappy nrretcb, On 
vrhose pmiishmeot yoor priest bad re« 
•olred, be&ite be had beeo either sees 
or heard* Liiten to truth, and let your 
feart fuhiide. People, I was not bors 
alMOttf your oppressors. It was froos 
them I fled when I entered this ralley. 
Like you, I detest their crimes ; like 
yott, I know the miseries endured by 
your ancestors* Often have my tears 
sullied the pages of thetr mournfiil his- 
tory ; often has tbfs band avenged the 
Uoodof Peruvfans l^ tibat of their ene- 
iMOs. AihI would you arm yourselves 
against one, who loved your virtoes 
beibre be was acquainted with yonr 
persons ? who served yen wtttio«t 
yetnr being conscious of ft? No, yon 
will restore us to liberty ; you will 
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permit as to seek an asylum, where, far 
from you, we may forget our unparal- 
leled misfortunes. The secret of your 
retreat shall be buried in our bosoms, 
and nhall die with us. 1 swear it by 
all the ties of nature and honour ; by 
thee, O venerable Las Casas ! whose 
revered statue I have here beheld. 
Thou wert the friend of their fathers, 
who adored thy virtues, honoured thy 
benevolence, and transmitted the memo- 
ry of thy worthy deeds to their latest 
posterity. Miiy thy recollection, which 
I invoke, protect and defend us ! may 
the tomb, already yawning to receive 
us, close at the sound of thy name! and 
may our v e s be the fruits of their gra- 
titude I Generous and sensible people, 
the virtuous apostle of India still pre- 
serves his influence over your hearts i 
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yoa are affected — ah ! your hands will 
remain pure, and we shall live to bless 
you." 

The graces of this young man, his 
animation and ingenuousness, and the 
tone of truth, which hypocrisy but im- 
perfectly imitates, touched their hearts. 
They looked inquisitively at each other; 
they consulted, and knew not what re- 
solution to take. '^ Far from being a 
Spaniard,' said they, '* he declares him- 
self their enemy. Ignorant of the laws 
of Cayambur, he sought only safety from 
his persecutors ; and the rest was ac- 
cidental. It would be dreadiul to sacri- 
fice this young man ; and it is incon- 
ceivable the high-priest should perse- 
vere in such a determination." 

y illuma, quick in observing whatever 
opposed his designs, instantly perceived 
their favourable inclination towards 
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ftie«d««te. Aocosloine^ to flie «ttc«w- 
frolled excereise of hk Mthorify, lie 
gupported with impatience this appear- 
mte of oppemtioB ; hcrt, Imowing tliat 
to conlmt a general wisif with ad vanti^» 
he DHiflt first ailact to cotnetde with it ; 
** Who,** says he, ** who can resist Aat 
eVociaence which penetrattesr atid snb-^ 
dues the heart? Ah! the exercise of 
elemeoc J is the sweetest of pleasured, 
the first of the virtaes. Sappy they, 
whose hearts are sirve to this hearenly 
sensation; Who, fearing nothing fat 
themselves, yield without apprehension 
to its enchanted infltrence ! Happy, 
when they can say, ' We h«re dried the 
tears of the nnfortonate, and tfaoa^ he 
wished to deceire as we deprived hrm 
of the power f* — People, this is your 
situation ; let us at least inquire into it 
My whole Hfe has been devoted to your 
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serrice ; and shail a stranger efface in 
a moment the memory of my labours ? 
Will you refuse attention to your 
ftther ? 

'* This young man has, he informs 
you, fought frith your enemies ; from 
tiiem he ^ed ; them he detests. His 
tove for you resembles that of Las 
Casas, and Kke him would he serve you. 
Where are the proofs of his exploits, 
or what services can he render you ? 
Gladly would 1 believe the truth of his 
declarations ; willingly would I forget 
the injurious expressions, which his 
anguish probably extorted. Should I, 
respecting the interest he has excited 
in your breasts, grant him hid life, would 
prudence justify you in doing the same ? 
Already has he confirmed the fears I 
yesterday expressed. To keep him 
in the valley is to endanger your altars, 
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on fldflUi iBBi>ir0Dieft tbokjrr&is ndmig 
Uankq iiti isn ten ctoKver' t^ittoiimn^tlie 
pmd^ of your'?'«iligii»; raid chm^ nbi9 
can despise their engagements, witt^ant 
iie«pat>tr ttia •Uig^tMinsrv^oinalrJKtfony* 
'WM\ yosi < rbe>^80 '( weakf fifrita«<leltfrev7aftr 
oace to hii»yiouR«ebgi#Q aaditaifUMMi*^ 
tMii, yfHir}pMbIieHlido,ppiy|i4evCHi(|oQM<? 
le«te«Q»oy«tfr ^iid(K9Milt^M)>bigb^rtDi 
fotfoii/ If yon iduffiNT Mii<«(h dcipict/ 
y3ooi6ntra«t<fpi>vis9fiHy A9*bi9<dwoB0lifOiic» 
Yiotitib i4tiff)e««krttf,iad) grotHv -i&iitfiuett 
9i»««t)b|ito.' Sb^tU iKity: findihuaiDft 
U9t l^mmg JltovT«Ueyo v»ilf thej! aoli 
pnnMhi) Min ,ti«r iiwriog. bfDk«&. hkh 
dwMMr? "iOeebtiiK^f^difaBfiringiitb^inTbsfk 
dibMfiwiig?«ilMrfe}g9hl ittio9b«'foQipd]^ 
^iUnhelnlrentlib coii««grt)»rrbe!sifcMitri!' 
W>ii»l«d%l intff^i ^iH Jm not pttfwMk 
thiir in^riefrf WtU^immot uailtei^i^ 
tiwBiiiotHaif ug ^g U ii tf detwpfitbetpBrpiBedf 



sianKi? 'aiie^.Mifitat;(boiiiiAis»«dll4Bi^et to 
■B!3E>eTfi0ctiiltoD^ilae«p>bis 4oatib^ «filVyo« 

JHla icotn ptilttiqoi wilkilh» refisiMi oC^hIU 

•ut3d^i|;niB97to(iiBftiihe Metheritftey 

iMv^egtrnttuyoai .tacb .«B>^<xiimplfr; if 
Anrooilgr, ddo^^^xntf fiMuriki >be( jaMf ? \Wkm 
glMMt8,of>jpruit BndnBten'^Amimiidtlleit 
exeoutiiw fiMuyo«rt{ii«^»«>VflCion 'SlbcM 
Miniuit i sfnttte^oaagty/at^ourUasdittMa 
and! kidBiiisiifi, lBiiow,di winto Jlbb-dte^ } 
tiwy 8u vtvmid, Abey 'soKe^tlMripmotiHij 
BMtiinpeac«,'y« sacntcbshadcKti^BOBV 
oiaiUmioiibatt ^ enecate ^y^or 'dtcteeai 
Yet, a little. «ofliei^uuk:yott'«k8dltli9 



*^ Night begins tatpread her teil off<er 
Che earth. Let her deepest shades con- 
ceal the blood your prudent foresight 
compels you to shed. Go ; let all be 
prepared in the sacred groTe, that your 
God, again commencing his brilianft 
career, may find no traces of the faith- 
less priestess and her guilty lover." 

The mind of the people is like a 
bending reed that waves with every 
blast. Theodore again attempted to 
speak, but they refused to hear. Strong- 
ly bound with cords of cotton, that 
severely bruised the tender and deli- 
cate Azili j they. were conducted to the 
consecrated wood, and surrounded. by 
the Incas with their bows bent Pre- 
parations were made for their punish- 
ment, at the foot of that very tomb they 
were said to have profaned. 

While their fate had been uncertain^ 
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BltttflhMiiMeWe'ftltiBo nmioHe. Aft 
MMo, koweiper, 'Bft the culp^ita'^weoe 
coo^eomed* diejp* rftlentedf and Hirait 
bbirb»oeiii».a9alwaB evf^^reM^d hy^^m 
Toice of fanmHaky. ^rrowful and 
peMlent} they- dftseanded bttidviD hand 
iathe phic«r v^hcfre the '?ictiai» wese 
9iMird6d,s«idf<$toppingQt a-Jittie diflUnc«) 
rteiped them n^kkcempaiftKN). *^ Be* 
kold'the ivretdbed beiiMs, who rto our 
iAl«4iiii8dzefid-owe/theiF)dreatf]l fmiMftb- 
neat" Deeply tai«efced by the si^bt, 
fiiey.faidtfaeirf8i{|^»»ul:reinemeto each 
atfaBr'»iM>sott; when'Mefoe^io abrekeii 
wceexclMoiedv 'STalakeraway the 
l^efmnr friumdv our .oo a iifMi i iten 1" — » 
^^fieoai»e Bhe 4eved !V — '^ Unhappy 
(hat f we ane,'«what'haye we>d«iie!"— < 
^It'ivaft^oii lbatinsbedtt,"-8aid£liQa« 
— '• 1 thuught I ser«ed my God." — 
uCwMihie beaOodraodaetbe'gMid ?" 
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'* To him, at least, belongs the right ia 
panish !"•—<' Who ar<» we, that we 
shoald presame to anticipate his yen- 
geHDce ?" — " Clina, what remorse do I, 
expeneDce."'^And 1, Meloe, and I !" 
— »*' Hast thoa nothing more to add ?" 
— " I fear to speak."—" Why shoald- 
est thou fear thy Meloe ?"—'* We 
should expose ourseWes."— «" Of what 
consequence is that, did we hesitate 
when we betrayed her ?"-^** Knowest 
thou not the seyerity of the high- 
priest ?" --" 1 know also the misery I 
have occasioned." — " Ah ! yes, our 
hearts understand each other ; • we 
have committed an error which must 
be repaired.''*— These amiable children 
embraced each other with transport-— 
*<And by what means ?" — ^replied 
Elina. — " I know not," mournfally 
answered Meloe.**-" Nor 1/' said Elioa^ 



in a tone of greater melancholy.-^-^ 
*— '* They arc condemned, bound/' — 
"And closely guarded too."— ." Let 
us reflect, let as consider."— "Ah! 
we have but a moment, and I can 
find nothing but tears." — "God of 
mercy, inspire us!" falling on their 
kees, and raising their clasped hands 
towards heaven. 

- Elina, the eldest, was pure as the 
limpid stream in which she bathed; 
a rose bud as yet uninjured by the 
blast* But innocence is not incompati- 
ble with vivacity; viracity is the 
daughter of a lively imagination ; and 
a lively imagination is never des- 
titute of resources. Elina, sudden- 
ly rising, assumed an appearance of 
tiie greatest terror. The ingenuous 
Meloe attentively observed her. With 
an unsteady pace, a wild eye, and a 



palpttalJM^rlNMoniv Bbe raiinto«mffdflr tba 
gpiardsiof Aaili aad TbeodoDe« Xlie 
pslc light of the' Aanbeauiiastkted the 
iikwioQ^ ^^Th«iy have entered," said 
die, in aifeigaed'V^iee ; '* tbo^ areui 
tikeKsdfey."— ^'' Wto?" denaiided tbe 
ohief of >the lQeas.--->'TJbe'EaropeaQft 
wbo pnriMed. this traitor." — *' Wh«ve 
have they entered ? the gnaid at the 
Gave ro has n^. quiUed its post.*' — 
BliBQ, coofiisedi (blew o^t what to 
aoawer; ibnther cowpaoioDy.whahad 
em^itd^r idea^i Feplied : *< by the help 
ef uoknoMfftiiiaaehiBes, th^ haTe<;lii»» 
Wd tothe^qpof themoDBtaio.. Thej 
ajpproaeh: havk! .1 hear their voices. 
Listen, liatea/' The ^toDishment of 
the laeas ^ ga«e <£liiia tioie. ta recover 
h(eP9eU^ ** There, there,; they'<ar« ! see 
jiou :not. their swords /glittering, in the 
moon b»ams'? Haste^^rciDsf assemble 



Yoand the highpriest; fight and save 
your country." — ^'Ifaint; I die." — 
**Afa me, Spstniards, save Azili;"-^ 
'^Ah me," cried Theodore, as com- 
pletely deceived as his gaards. At this 
exclamation, the Incas threw downthfiir 
arms as useless ornaments, and dispell 
sing, spread the alarm throughout 
Cayamhur. 

The guard at the cavern, terrified at 
the contusion that reigned in the valley, 
felt their disquietude at the circum- 
stance, increased by the uncertainty of 
its cause.' Fearing for their wives, 
their mistresses, their parents, or their 
children, they disbanded, and partak- 
ing of the general terror spread the 
alarm still farther. Disorder was at 
its height. The most courageous of 
the men assembled ; and, formmg a cir^ 
de, placed their fianiliea in the midst 
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«ff (il, I«ith9ift any o&«ffflio|lef1i*iiir<lHit 
o^ perishing (nfore-^eseiObfe^ts ^^f 
their alfcAtions^. Ignomatiof f«P»r« liiey 
hiffifr raHiKMni9iOppo«eieQeni«0, «i4io 
kfirt Ylheen lepveMnied >ar><p#ti^l<Bgetf 
lH»fDg»,/i£ar(iC8au0 -byuinrtioot'; llwrng 
tbaqdi^ alilfacHKdifiposalttffdeoaqQericifg 
tvesj. cdnag oitUili ilie mme^esse a9 
the> tamed the monsters wfio ^ooj^ 

rfilinafiiiidMeloe^ takbgiOdniDtfige'df 
tberrSeiBePfd! coii8lemiitioD»:bnd cutting 
ttieaordB >0Mk bonnd Aflitt and .TlMi<H 
d»re; ''-Seizes" saidrltey, "Ae»prtM 
ttsnt mumeBt ; : 4i«^:one4 and way ibeaveo 
piroteclr yci»!" l*SheiyK ttkeiii retamtid 
|flr.«the 4«iiiple, certam of ««t tbekf 
diisc«ver«cli -hyrthe Jbcas^.fton whmli 
Ibe 4u^iMB»> mnA: tlueir vdii bai 
effect»«^l}r tonDealed lAmmu Thcimmi 
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tiEltfenM <^iie«Ni8lMim«iti(Mii to'flte hoptf 
ef'smng^ A«tlL^ Vl^til^' one ''hand* he 
Beiaaitd aibirttte^-aaerl^t lay^at hk'-i^ti^ 
irith the atbtr^ heieuffN^rted^twad^ooB^ 
AB«tBd> hen IVhtre mtan tio' M^ay of. 
esoape • bat^^thiwi^ feii«' 'oatierfii ^He? 
evpeoted ^lo fiwl itigoanAsd' ; bdt' to 
]MMi^Goar&gev and' an- mnn at^ltberty; 
and btB*eD6i]iM fM»« rendetied* efi^'mi^ 

knd lang«^b«eD aoe^K^emedi Be^r^ 
mined to obtain a passage, he 'arrived 
With Aaili tft^tteeNentraRce*. O 'inez- 
pfttffifblli '8<i#ptn9e'! U i9- abandoned;' 
"•IVHwt'a'prOTidiMaoe I" criBd^ber, ** th»r 
p»Mge^ie'>iree.' Feaar^ ticft to fdWow 
WKQ Mf ivraoar' is 'the* sKfegtiard 
ointthy inttftCencc;**— ♦'f' esteeti* • yotr 
t»oobighfy> not^^to GOnfide'in yon,*' re' 
]pliied i^tb, HMi8'>th«"ititere9tit]g'pmT 
tatwcdrllitt boir^kr^f the«8rrb, irith^ 
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out considering wliat might be their 
fate. Love never calculates conse- 
quences. Azili thought only of Theo- 
dor, escaped from th.e death that had 
juHt awaited him. Theodore believed 
that the SpaniarHs would not take a wo- 
man's life without provocation \ and his 
concern for himself was overpowered 
by the hope of saving her: ''Let me 
die, may she but live/' said he to him- 
self, as he conducted her through the 
passai^e. 

This extraordinary alarm had in. the 
mean time reached the palace of Villu- 
ma. The pontiff, uneasy as long as he 
believed Theodore alive, sallied out ; 
and report, which ever delii^hts in ex- 
aggeration, announced that . Indian 
blood had flowed, and that the colony 
was lost. Villuma did not believe this 
unexpected news, but his duty would 



133 

not suffer him to disregard it. Re* 
iaroing to pot off his pootifical lobes 
and to una himself, he hastily rushed 
out, determined to know whether his 
last hour was. come, or whether a 
groundless panic had taken pessessicm 
of his subjects. . . 

ObMged to wear an external reserve, 
and to maintain that silent dignitj, 
which with the yulgar passes for ma«> 
jesty and depth of thought, he r^com- 
f»ensed himself in meditation for the 
constraint imposed upon him by his 
rank. To this he owed the diseorery 
of those sublime truths, which had 
convinced him M the errors of his re- 
ligious worship, had enlarged the fa- 
culties of his soul, and taught him the 
worthlessness of sovereign power when 
not employed in promoting the true 

honour and happiness of the people* 

M 



0(Hifiriiled in 1lM86^ribai|il^8, ntnl s^* 
f«ft0d liy iMiidigtttfiid MttiiftfeMi^ 4i« 

OdllHg li> iMIV«M %lMt]| te ltMiV#S #ifi 
t #Mi tb iiit«n>dgitte tlN», tlief Mi- 
tiwr iwi w l «M ^ritm^md ; «Ad to. In 
his tarn, began to thkk tla« alttrlli 
hHdav0aMnM«<oMiM, AdidlMitlttteed 
to'diB AS h% ')mA Mfe4. t^ otoertttt 
« liodf ^f ifidtsan m^(M Im «>dk HMr 

HM iaU«t <6f thMb, foMd ifbe^ i«nM 
thb8c4>i«mi «M fvlrti<liMl niate'ltek 
bodlM tt MiiftfA fte th^ir famiteflSw 
THey «rplaiMd 4hdr iMMntimW) aftd 
IM, Iti his ltt»A,9'€4M>^b«l[ A«lrwiBg^ 
Mtiftlft'aSllaelMrtd^dteiili^f «ffeftad Ihilir 
^y^kxMf \ 'h^ ^^l<tfl^M«d'^Nit1»^l]r>lb 
4Mv« detcii «vwtii« M^ tt ii itft ^«- 
tni«ioe vietotf, mA ^di infitted Into 
tii«tr boMtos tha^efttfttor (tbitt aoittitdii 



m 

Imovd. It va«. Mti Joig^v ^« vmA 
that addressed them,.lKiil.thft 1h»^ ml» 
p«Mndoi mAM theioi on, Mwmng 

m Onj proofiiecM ; a«4 ik^ tjm4 w4 
9«atla P«mviMMi, li«Mwi9g to tjmif 
]iiiDfit^ ftftlbf»felYQfttamfi>ra€!(i¥»to 
si^dkMb Hif finvMit aq4 tjiai^uittitar 
veiMTedilhQ iwtof the bQlpl^4) fu^ 
^Itr f«a9 rMborad; and tfa* lugbfe w«i 
|MMMd io tenchii^the wqod^ttMplMAb 
and tbe rocks* 

The tauroe af tkaae oUjviatiaal limt, 
whieh had deoaivad a whid^ iiakiaa^ 
waa al leagth diioo wad. The iDGas 
acciMw d two 'jmwag prfaatessaa, "irha 
wera ankBavfn la tiem ; andTiltaDii, 
'tepaMag m Imta to tiie spa! ivhare 
Aaili aaii Xlmdoro liad h^ai^ laft,r fiMnd 
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nothiDg but tlie cords, by which thej 
had been confined. 

It instantly occurred to him that this 
false alarm hftd been given to fiicilitate 
the escape of the captives. In a calm* 
«r moment he would probably have 
endeavoured to hiring the culprits to 
justice ; but greater concerns now en- 
gaged his attention. It was his present 
duty to take measures to ensure the 
safety of his whole people, and not to 
sacrifice, on doubtful evidence, two vir- 
gins whose guilt could not be proved. 
The appearance of Azili's robes, glit- 
tering with gold and silver, would, he 
foresaw, give intiiiation to the Spaniards 
of the riches to be found in Cayambur» 
«nd that every nerve would be exerted 
ti^ obtain them. Refying but little on 
ihB valour of the jnajority of tb6 Peru- 
vians, he judged thatthe only method df 



fnislniliiif Ik^ 4otigD8 of inehfemciow 
•aeimtt waft t^ ^biwdob lor ovap fte 
iloligbtfididtaofMtiifqiQgtQliM ftein 
of (fciiito, tha cradle of their anoettpra ; 
and to oloaa thiiapertara of tiiOQft?Of» 
wilboiil ddiy. ^'Takft/'aaidtiotoibe 
leadert of tiio poopki, '' toko ttie Pop«- 
Tians undor yonr ordera, and ^^t tbon 
brtak naaaea of rook from tha mowitaui, 
and roll thorn to the moath of tha coi- 
vextt : lot theso bo thrait in and hoapod 
over it ; for it ia from aach meamiraa 
aloDO wt may indalfie the ploaaing hope 
thafl we and onr doacondaoti aball liFO 
and die to this plaoe.^ 

BaA to TOtnm to dio ^aniaida who 
had pvnaod Theodoro. Hoviiif w^fh* 
od ia Yaki tho p^oi^et put of th» daf, 
oaq^lot be woold jqppoar and avrrad^ 
4op, throo of tbaqi, more haidipovtnoae 
jHpillont lka»lho rmkf vontaM^ «»^ 
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.teii the careBQ. They penetrated ta a 
conoderahle ilei^h,- freaerving. that 
icoohieis of temper which k sa necessa- 
ry to distinct ohserration. Theodore 
M^as Dbt to be found, and a cold air, that 
'blew npon them at the vaiieas taroings 
of the passage, convioced them it had 
^another aperture. Bnt whither could 
it lewi ? It could not be to places inha-> 
hited. i . They had frequently found gold 
•in the common soil of the country ; 
rvight they not here discover a new 
flMne, which would enrich, them for 
ever ? The puiy was too small tor pur- 
sue their researches alone ; they there- 
loBce cetnmed to . their ;CompaQii>ns, and 
sdbledtheircoqiectnf^s.j .There were 
but two plans they could possibljr adopt; 
thei-Mie, whidbt apipeiwed preferable, 
was.to* consult their, priif^te adTAntage, 
and i£ Itoy found goldi loi divide it ame^g 
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tbemselTes. - IiiconYeniences, how- 
ever» which could not Mcape their ob- 
Minrttlon, attended the ezecutioD of this 
dettgn; and the difficultj^ of stealing 
-unohserred from the fortress, togeAer 
with die certainty of condign punish- 
ment, ahoidd they be snspected and 
.pursued, .determined them at once to 
relinquish it The other. pkn, lessad- 
Tantageous indeed, but more certain of 
being successful, was* to make a merit 
of their dksCoyery t0 the commandant, 
and to .expect from him the customary 
rewards and promotion. This was 
.unanimously adopted, and a party was 
dispatched to the fortress, whilst the 
rest remained near the entrance of the 
payern, . 

Theodore and Azili were in the mean 
time painfully advancing* He- walked 
first, hokUng her with one hand, and 
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j Mitfi thii odMv ChUih for tk0 mwiorf 
iiig locks. It n imlaral to iqj^so lh«t 
Atf edacattA a ttl6fMM» ^ ptto^, 
vetfMeted m»d Moved by kcr frivBcb^ 
RQOiittcUiffat Mco all Aoae adfante* 
gosy and gong amoqgBt stmmgon from 
whoHi sbet could expect nothing Vot 
contempt and miserj, hj a path too 
whose dMionltiMimfe enoagb to damp 
the coitn^e of the boldest man, muit 
he a prey to the bitterest reflaotiona. 
Aaili, however^ in the mtdit of her 
c^cnkies felt nothing like ^. The 
idea of being happy with Theodore, 
ffhose hand she heM, and ^eloss of 
whose affection was the only source 
of wretchedness she covM eeneeiFe, 
absorbed every other thought. Theo- 
dore, more experienced, possessed 
greater foresight, and coald net dissem* 
bie the daq^ers Aey had hy enooatiter 
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He kept Azili bebind him, 
to expose himself first to the blows of 
the Spaniards, should they still be upon 
the platform, and hoping before he ex- 
pired to recommend her to their mer- 
cy. Sometimes he indulged the ex- 
pectation that, wearied by fruitless re- 
searches, they had returned to their 
post, and that conducting Azili by the 
path by which they had ascended, he 
might avoid the fort whose situation he 
now knew ; and, reaching Lima with 
his companion, obtain from the rice- 
roy that protection his former benevo* 
fence encouraged him to expect. Again 
these hopes appeared illusive, yet he 
entertained them as the only means of 
supporting his courage . 

Already the darkness began to dimi- 
nish, and soon they saw and smOed. up- 
on each other. The mouth of the ca- 



wmmwm diptent diost tamtgriwsai: 
Tlmdiare tltmfptA^ mi^. lintwa^ aai 
i»riBBg arwigdy nejawr wr hot keMri 

c£ tirabr nwh^i; ibA ataraagth, wtie 
repoiiiig sMoagtit th«r fte^» thw 
moi 9ctiblered atMNii. Eino^iffite^i ^ 
the 8iteiK«t tlml pf«raiM^ TtMMi^M^ 
adTaicadi with Astti fieom ike Qa?«r«. 
HefltflnbM (Hrtr • Spianili MlAer, 
idio ra adMfi «it Us fed:. ThiVMii 
aif«k«; and,. iMtetltsr alanHng bb 
€onradAs, tlfc«y aiwa aU ifcMoe^ atti 
«Biiif Axitt, ackinwi^ ^'SclipM» time 

Theodoffi wiskttdL W fpeiak to ^mois 
but &i9 vMwM not «UiQw bi» tii9M»» 
The soldier, whom be baA femA ai Mf 
ImW aeeins he biA a laeepo*^ attnoked 
bvuriOi bMi aahiai TbeedoM UIM 
bbik to tibe gnwi tiith aUoiiof bi0 
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tattl«««K#,3itlid iiwlMi^lyiwinMliiiilmHj 

Mbiiioftiy mttort, d9^m kim iomati» 
tor ) 4iid, ipiMimkg lumiiiiito (texMrwns 
iaoBitodiHtdy Tdiowea* dl was ^ine ; 
fto'tlift Spatiianh, ctmgei itlhte km «f 
dicir aamndky mtd titnttiig but ;4lit 
■lilpMit )»i«t«zt ibr 4te .anmisr »dr one 

o«tioft of Ibm tknigm, fired t Tolloy 
into Hi^iHWith 9f Ite pamse* FortOH 
mttdl^) a.prageotini «fHI» ?nw^k>dcffeyi- 
cfll tbrai. ^Attili) 'yet -moare idtttiiiifid, 
o«rti||^t i!kelMiore iff the asm, joi^ 
din^h^ fann along) iteomam ^oHduetar 
in iKTrtovn. ** VxAom «»," nid dMe, 
*^il inm^Yik yon ; yoa ' i»iii'4iwBiiiih vmtfa> 
dtit ttittf dbl« to MM^re liMd. TtoMGMt 
^taj oO(Mf«f "ii dM6ottg»«l ; liireto>d^ 
IfeflQ it. Ii«t <ii8 MiltiB tike IPenfrittft 
VLtiih at tfaeit injtnttcfe ; let tfs disanii 
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tiMBu by our generosity. You are now 
acquabted with the tamiogs of the ca* 
rem ; let .us hasten to escape from the 
Spaniards before they have time to form 
a plan for pursuing us." Theodore* 
seeing death on both sides, and fearing 
less for Azili from the. Spaniards than 
the Peruvians, resisted her intreaties. 
*' For you," continued she, f ' I have re* 
Bounced my honour and my life ; to me 
you shall sacrifice your resentment*'* 
— " I no longer feel any, my Azili."— 
** Well, then, choose between the pro- 
tection of Cayambur, and the ignoble 
death to be expected from the Spaniards ; 
abandon to the sword of the murderer 
her who adores you, or justify what she 
has done for your sake." — " You wish 
it, and you dread my suspense. The 
Peruvians have been unjust, they will 
probably be ungrateful." — " No matter, 
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be mtk%i and I mUrkiMrtwenofhcfrs^ 
Yoii bflTeihitlMrto bcM «lil)P (far^dijfeot 
ofaiyiaffiMtiom; »Mi» ;fo« iftalk ber ny* 
hee9t our tuOdaty Gdd,. an^oiir deli* 
veref ..V . 

'She- nomrci: the firings which. tB* 
sounded, ffarthev andtfivtlisiriii^theDlbw* 
er part of the cavefti;. a n no uoc ad tfaht 
they vreee pnraiiad. Thejrr inoreased 
theiff'Speed,. and; the eoendfdhniDiifaing 
at) they adviuioed;. conriDoed/ tfaeoi they 
should* veaqk Gayambov lMfi>iie th^Spa^ 
nianUi. 

A.secondf detachtaent! from the fort 
hud am^red' just a9 Theod^pe^addi AMi 
re*0Bteved the^cavanib l^e^cocuniftti* 
der, havin^^lieardthefrFeiatioo^hadiiif* 
mBdktedyi dispatched tweaty anned 
mM\ ladeiDViiitbpiovisions.^fidfiMrntshf- 

e4 tilth flttihaini and iastramentsfiro^ 

N 
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per for enkuegiogstlie openmg and level-' 
Hog ^ grovnd : and tent a courier with 
all esqMdition to Qjiiito^ to inform the 
gOTemor of an attenpt froa& which he 
did not expect the tmallest tucceas* 
But where is the officer who is not anx* 
ions to proTe to his snperiors his zeal 
for the aggrandizement and splendour 
of his goyemment ? 

The twenty soldiers were soon in^ 
formed, hj the ten that had remained^ 
that a PeniTian,coTeredwith gold, had 
appeared on the platform; a proof that 
the interior of the mountain was inha* 
hited, and also that the population must 
be numerous, as her dress indicated the 
existence of the arts. The Spaniards 
were only thirty in number; and, as 
prudence forbad their attacking men 
whom slavery had not reduced to the 
degradation of the PeruTiana on the 
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plains it was proposed to send a setond 
deputation to the commaiider of the fort, 
requesting such a sufficient number from 
Quito as might enable them to make ex- 
cavations on tibe sides of the carem, 
that they might advance in a body ac- 
companied bj their artillery. This 
was the general opinion: hot a Spa- 
niard, more intrepid than his comrades, 
representing the absurdity of suffering 
Uieir commander to share the whole 
glory and advantage of an expedition, 
-which, would enrich and immortalize 
them, reminded them of Pizarro, who, 
with a handful of men, destroyed the 
.empire of Peru ; that even the circum- 
-ference of the mountain announced but 
an inconsiderable population, which 
thirty resolute Spaniards might at first 
terrify by their arms, and afterwards 
destroy or put to flight at pleasure. He 
added, that it was true the Peruvians 
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I 

ooubl iHfab am on oae i»j (gtve ihttn 

flatteBng itke tare aamt (pofneifid 9191- 
fiiooB ammipl >the T«lg^« amMifli APd 
ssrmoBt kefeiiiiiid0d;tkiei»4K>«dopth)s 
adTice,4ndAMssoUieiiB ^nteft^ Ae ca- 
f«CD, resdv^d to (kit A]M«ifi^l¥«« nfijtii 

The Pfinuriiiis, iq ihe meMi time, 
mmatedtby tibie exhmd&IJMUi nni ex- 
ample of the higb*|iriefll;» m^hfltte feans 
iMre ikMut too iwett-foaadedi, jrere noU- 
iflg forward 'iieflMStssjofTocky wiich 
in the xbgrs lof Qapana hid corered Ifae 
month of tte i:«jr«jra. Hoe iiimiir> 
<iioiigh loM oevfijre tlno Ifaat oonnwod* 
ledby Valhima,'«>s«ftieodsd wth c«ft« 
•ideralAe idiffioulty., md <fnB ibutdilife 
adimiocd onbeo Tiieotoie and JbgsSi 
made their ff(fiKreiie» .apiii ift Caf- 
amhuT* 
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They were fint perceived by the 
pontiff, whose paternal aolicitade em- 
braced every object at once. The s word, 
glittering in the hand of Theodore, did 
not disconcert the Peruvian hero ; " fol- 
low me," said he, addressing himself to 
the Incas, '* I will devote my life to af- 
ford yon an opportunity of taking his : 
follow me, I will throw myself upon his 
weapon." — "Stop" cried Theodoi:e, 
with tranquillity, ** You have proscrib- 
ed me, but I come for your defence. I 
have sworn it by Las-Casas, and will 
keep my oath." The astonished Peru- 
vians listened attentively. An unhap- 
py stranger, whom they, without re- 
morse, were about to sacrifice^ was be- 
come the admired avenger of Peru: 
they were ready to embrace his knees, 
and endeavoured, by their caresses, to 
make him forget the indignities he had 

received from them. ^Hasten," said 

w 
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Tliettdore, '"ibcy la^ efbYHA to «ft(er 
the viArf. Tbefir ntnfi^erM «m«H, and 
may easfty be ^nbAaed, if ywi liave -on- 
ly the cotinqge to encounterllyBlii. 1^- 
tcrvian«, I enlnist A»K to ywir care and 
prcftection : fthoold I flie tft yow fle- 
f(Mic«, f rt bw ^ift ^ the price «F my 
sacrifice.** •* Brave youth,** answered 
Vflloma, •** wliom I so unjustly appre- 
chtted, ytra extort my «dmiratkm -and 
eisteem. I possess only courage, Init 
yon AaB guide my iuexperienoe, «nd 
teach rae to conquer as you liave alrea- 
dy taugjht me to forgive." 

Theodore made his tirrangenrents as 
swift as tfhougfal. He comooandBd'^eni 
to vrithdratr into Axe tttteTior,xaid ifflow 
the Bpamards to advance tnte the "nd- 
ley. He placed himself at the head of 
a hundred x)f "the hrapve men, vrho had 
the preceding evening determined to 
die rather than behold the massacre of 



Oieir wirai imd 'cUldraif atti wder- 
tMk to lead tlMHr>to tiwe ehange. Vii* 
Iiuha and lire xeet of <he party wme 
concealed iii«€eld of msiee^A ^ iMcr 
dicAaace, «iid ordttMdtiot to«liew ttiem- 
se\ve% UK tkey besffdlflie mdae of«rias. 
« Then,*' «aid te, ywi wiH attack Ihe 
Sp«aiards in tlie rear, and cut off their 
relre«St. Shew Mt resolotien, flmd I 
irBl wwwer for the videry.*' 

He knew how emfly Abt eottranee ^ 
the ypAlej mght have heen defended, 
1M the gi^siAer the e%9tacle8 opfposed 
to their adiniaBron, the greater would 
bare l>een the danger of the Peruvians; 
for the Spaomrds had otily to aend for 
additional succour, add tiie arts of mi* 
ning with whidi ^bey are acquainted 
would tender aill reai^rtance ineffectual. 
It was necessairy therefore ao draw them 
hrto the valley; and, by cutting off the 
wiiole p»rty, leave it to be conjectured 
they had perished by accident. 
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ThePeraTiaiifl, ignorant of the fatal 
aft of war, without entering into the 
merits of Theodore's dispositidns, tab*' 
mitted implicitly to his directions. 

Arrived at the mouth of the cavern, 
the Spaniards were struck with the 
heauty of the country, and emboldened 
by the solitude that reigned around. 
The sight of the gold, with which the 
soil abounded, exhilarated their spirits^ 
and every one imagined himself a Pizar* 
ro. Accordingly they formed close or- 
der ; and, with their arms presented and 
their fingers on the trigger, marched 
towards the nearest habitations. Theo« 
dore, rightly conceiving that the ardour 
of the Peruvians would soon abate if 
they were long exposed to the Spanish 
fire, concealed them behind a building,, 
where he kept up their courage by his *' 
animated exhortations ; • and waited for 
the enemy till they were near enough 
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lobe pfereHted, by Us ArkKB^mMt, 
ftma re-lotding 'tb€ir flHtsqvets. 

The SpaniaWb, astouMied that no one 
appeared, began to thiok Id their iani 
4^tj had been discovered ; and dreaded 
lest this profoand silence should be liie 
Xnrelude to a surprise. They held 
therefore a coancil of war, and 4eter- 
mined, if it were yet possible, to re- 
treat, and manage with prudence the 
discovery they had made. Their de- 
sign, Which wouldhave disconcerted his 
plan, was instantly penetrated by Theo- 
dore ; ^0 advanced with his men, and 
furiously attacked them in the midst of 
their dcdiberations. %iickiy resuming 
their former order, they fired on the 
Peruvians ; but the movement was exe- 
cuted with so much precipitation, that 
' few of their balls took effect Theodore, 
the sabre in his hand, darted forward ; 
and,closely followed by his men,engaged 
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them hand to hand. The bajonet made 
dreadfal havock. Some of the SfMi- 
niards had &llen, but the rest defended 
themsekea with great spirit The tor- 
rents of blood terrified the Pemvians, 
who disbanded and let fly their arrows 
without effect. In vain did Theodore 
attempt to rally them, till, despairing of 
success and wishing to terminate such a 
series of misfortunes, he threw himself 
headlong into the midst of them, and 
would have been instantly destroyed^ 
had not V illuma at that moment advan- 
ced and attacked them with impetuosity. 
Their enemies, affrighted, knew not 
where to turn, whilst the routed Peru- 
vians came back to the charge with re- 
doubled fury ; till, surrounded on every 
side, and overpowered by numbers, they 
all perished as the followers of Cortez 
and Pizarro justly desen'ed. 
3i^ch an advantage over Europeans^ 
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hitherto deemed inyincible, raised this 
people in their own estimation, and they 
considered themselves as the avengers 
of their ancestors. They revered 
Theodore, who had directed their first 
exploits, as a second Las Casas, as a 
deity come from heaven for the salva- 
tion of Cayambar. Placed in a palan- 
quin covered with cloth of gold, he was 
borne upon the shoufders of the priests, 
whilst the people followed loading him 
with benedictions. Azili and the priest- 
esses advanced from the temple, scat- 
tering flowers and baming perfumes, to 
salute the conqueror of the Spaniards. 
Proud of his exploits, she walked by 
the side of the palanquin, and Theo- 
dore, regarding her with tenderness, 
seemed to say, ** it is for you 1 have 
conquered," and the expressive eye of 
Azili answered, " I shall be your re- 
ward.'' . The hero was carried into the 



stati^e of Las Casa^ : the nfm^ qj[ Theq- 
dbre became consecrated with Uiitt oJC 
tbe rirtuous apostle of In^iv 

Hpnoufjs, 89 extraprdiptftjgr, nfttwrallj' 
gi^e rise to^ reflie(;tioq8^ onji^eir Hfom&c 
coD4uct. TYk^y^ recQUeqt^iJ^the Wi^JBJtfar. 
with which Villimia h^dpecaeo^tcid tl^ 
man to.wjiqn^ thfij wei^. ipdehM ftir, 
every thing. Restlesjs 8piiutsxonAFtlai% 
ed loudly of;t)ie hi^pneat Soiinefat-* 
tributed tp( preiA^tatei4<cr»eltjr»,ine«i«^ 
sures which prudence a|QDe> hi^, ai^ 
ge^ted ; otheris accn^fid him o£ Ashing; 
to destroy, a ^ero, wJ^osc. hriUian^ qpar 
liti^Sr must obscure hisiown,,aD4 who 
must^larinhisamhition^ wif)ilf^th(i<mar 
jority repro$ichQi|.him.for hs^viog. sedu* 
ced thePeruy}anS'.to:pronounc0 a. sen- 
tence dis^;acef^l,tp^Jl^i^.natiqM'Qhw^ 
acter. Uayipgj oppei tra|\8gr<^B8^ th^f 
bouAd? of auhPT4wtiwi,.tfc^ quicWy? 
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passed to the extreme of rebellion, and 
began to talk of proscribing Villama in 
his turn ; whilst the more moderate 
party wished only to separate the dig- 
nity of king from the priesthood, and to 
confer the former on Theodore. Vil- 
luma, informed of what was plotting 
against him, hoped by his presence to 
allay their discontent ; and, appearing 
in the midst of the factious party, ad- 
dressed them with that calm dignity 
which never forsook him. The most 
violentansweredhim with imprecations, 
struck him, and stripped him of his 
crown and other ensigns of royalty. 

The presence of his beloved Azili 
effaced from Theodore's mind the re« 
collection of his laurels ; but, learning 
that Villuma was menaced, he hastened 
to present himself to the people. The 
crowd opened at his . approach ; and, 
entering^the circle, he beheld the high^ 



pnesit dilftfaaeA, fai^ not dbpntied' of 
his aaifehne dignity* A Ptonirianv as he 
•ItamiitfKl toi cimwi Udatd Qa> his^ bendad 
Iwee^ a(r«red hUa the cjMmttt '^Yovllit 
fblthwrait'' OKlaioMid* h^ duga t» ac* 
cQi«t thQ; hOHMgQ af a mhda: paap l e; 
migrith^ii^gvatitt^ affaotrtha Mcottoo? 
tian of tbttr is^astica !" 

QoaoatFiog: it ianpomUii for Uob.tA 
seftma ait^rona* tagathar-anllr tlnop^ 
f^f^mtjyot avtai^iiH&bifnaelf on 
|«]p^r£a) :eDei»{fv Vfilkuoa Mt the 
taut lof ilia. OMtfommBi and boidly^aiv 
doasfadUbi imtpaasfiil maL *<Tiiisk 
not/- aaid. hav '^l.shalkdamaaDiiiijwetf 
to. 89liic«t yaorrpardoa; naii«feaD my 
attfBiiii»|Bia(jreoo9r«r.the affiKliaiia* aC^a 
pfMqpll»« Mrfafi.niatk only.myviiidigiiation 
anAoMMl paolnsnid ooolmptL My fiia 
iariB ya«rliaada^ Jatmeaee bawyaii 
viaNiiiaa. yottr poitar J'^«^ I ^aHlLAaam 
4rffaw;'.MM»lia* XlKHidona^ taWaig tka 
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«CffotfD, mad ^pkding iH^oti Ihe h^oA «f 
yaUmn ; *^ yoaloved yw^ feot^le ; for 
their safety yoa Bacri6ced a inan whotfe 
oq pp iMMrm oe ivas mupicioat; i^onr'kig- 
tfkuBiflnnd ¥idoor «ntite yon la Teign, 
'CnA^dewuMl iq^r 'honaf^ and reiEipedL'' 
7iie f^erarana wmt the air -#itli aoola-' 
MiaiMiBt, <'j^eap»e,"ffqpiieditilieyM<b, 
^^'bdrold jcmr ffiest and yovr iciog : 
-Sk fipon dap rhrhig hkn of his aivthon- 
tj^^'^maoMiaa isioolyie inaiiitain ft 
Wluit ik> 1 say ? you ynmiM imk oob- 
fltrain me to take up arms 'agamst my 
fiaeody-and disixMioiirdiyself by -aa an- 

fiist tUHiipatioa ? l4cf>Mrtbett tke error 
4>fa«iomeDt, ami deser?« like iMtfdon 
which yoir Uqk "nnttt not refiwe la d^y 
<eatM«ties." A profoond oilenoe -en- 
idled; and the madeatrcfiiaal of Theo- 
dore changed while it reprov^ diem. 
Confiised ftnd bomhled, they aikotly 
dispeiBed, and nodiiiig remaiBed, 
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but the recollection of a tempest which 
had threatened their total destruc- 
tion.^ 

' Necessity unites men of the most op- 
posite sentiments. Villmna embraced 
Theodore, and, pressing him to hisbo- 
som» exclaimed, '* Condnct snch as this 
obliges without degrading me. I feel no 
difficulty in being indebted to you for 
erery thing. Yes! you shall be my 
friend, my counsellor, and my support ; 
you shall assist me in bearing the bur- 
then of the state.'' 

As the long absence of the Spaniards 
must necessarily awaken the suspicions 
of their comrades at the fort, the Peru- 
vians could not consider their danger as 
ended. Shonld they block up only the 
interior month of the cavern, no doubt 
their enemies would find means to force 
it open; therefore, Theodore deter- 
mined so to conceal the outward aper* 
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tare, as to pre? ent it henceforth from 
erer being dwco¥ered« Maieeeofrock, 
coTered with moas, were pushed on the 
outside, and theintefstices fiUed up with 
earth, to which the »ib would soon give 
an appearance of age, and the whole no 
ckiiely united to the body of the moun- 
tain, that the re^rt of the aoldiers must 
appear to the commander to hare been 
a mere fiction. 

it now onlj remained to determine 
the fiite «f Aaili ; no longer desirous of 
her life, their oalf wish was to make 
her happy. Theodore, conscious that 
Villoma lored her, and relying upon his 
likiQenee over the people, demanded 
her hand as the reward of his services.. 
<< Tour God,'^ says he, '* desires thesa- 
crifice of willing hearts ; hers is no lon- 
ger free, and hn adtars reject her. Re-, 
store her to her mother and to me ; yoit 
will then have discharged your obligac^ 
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tioD, and I will remain amongst jou. 
Your castoms and your manners shaH 
be mine ; they are those of Azili, and 
therefore I respect them." 

The Peruvians knew not whether to 
accept or reject this proposition, it be- 
ing a direct attack npon their religion ; 
but Villuma reconciled all. He pro- 
posed that for the future no one should 
be dedicated to the altar, but those who 
were of an age to understand their obli- 
gations ; and that they, who had been 
deceived by a premature zeal, might 
then return to the bosom of society. 
This law was unanimously adopted. 
Theodore and Azili vowed eternal con- 
stancy; and tbey kept faith the they 
had plighted. 

THE END. 
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